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DANIEL 

 

 Daniel is the fourth of the so-called Major Prophets of royal descent.  Daniel was 

taken to Babylon and trained, with others, for the king’s service. 

 Nothing is known of the ancestry and early life of this celebrated Jewish prophet 

who exercised tremendous influence in the Babylonian court, and whose name can 

mean: “Who in the name of God does Justice?”  He was not a priest like Jeremiah or 

Ezekiel, but like Isaiah, he was descended from the time of Judah and was probably of 

royal blood (Dan. 1:3-6).  A comparison of II Kings 20:17,18 with Isaiah 29:6,7 seems to 

indicate that Daniel was descended from King Hezekiah. 

 As a youth of the age of fifteen or thereabouts, Daniel was carried captive to 

Babylon in the third year of Jehoiakim.  From then on, his whole life was spent in exile.  

What Daniel was like, we are not expressly told, but the details given in the first chapter 

of his book, suggests he must have been a handsome youth. 

 Daniel comes before us as an interpreter of dreams and of signs, a conspicuous 

seer, and official of kings.  He lived a long and active life in the courts and councils of 

some of the greatest monarchs the world has known; like Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, and 

Darius.  Close intimacy with Heaven, made Daniel the courtier, statesman, man of 

business, and prophet, he was. 

 The significant meaning of Daniel’s name, accords with the character and 

contents of the Book of Daniel, written by the prophet himself; the first six chapters in 

the third person, the last six in the first person. 

 As the distinguished historian of some of the most important dispensational 

teaching given in the Bible, Daniel’s book sets forth: 

 A statement of God’s judgment on history. 

 The purpose of God until the final consummation. 
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 The vindication of righteousness. 

 It would take a whole book to deal with Daniel’s prophetic visions of Gentle 

dominion and defeat.  What is presented in this lesson, will outline the major events of 

the Book of Daniel. 

The following table is a short summary of the Babylonian rulers during Daniel’s lifetime: 

BABYLONIAN EMPIRE 

625 - 605 B.C.  Nebopolasser - first ruler after the over-             throw of Assyrian 

power. Father of Nebuchadnezzar. 

605 - 562 B.C.  Nebuchadnezzar - ruler during the  capture of  Jerusalem. 

562 - 559 B.C.   Evil-Merodach  (Amel-Marduk) -  he   gave   freedom   to  Jehoiachin  

(2 Kings 25:27).  He ruled two years and was killed by conspirators.  He was the son of 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

559 - 556 B.C. Laborosoarched (Labashi-Marduk) Son of Neriglissa was beaten to 

death. 

556 - 538 B.C.     Nabonidus  (Nabunoid). 

 ?   - 538 B.C.     Belshazzar - Son of Nabonidus and co-regent with his father. 

Nabonidus himself lived in Tema, Arabia. 

MEDO-PERSIAN EMPIRE 

538 - 536 B.C.     Darius (the Mede, uncle of Cyrus) 

536 - 529 B.C.     Cyrus (the Persian) 

529 - 522 B.C.     Cambyses 

522 - 520 B.C.     Smerdis 
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THE LANGUAGE OF GOD 

 Once I supposed that there were only two languages used by the inspired 

prophets who wrote the Bible.  One was Hebrew, in which the Old Testament is written; 

the other was Greek, in which the New Testament is written.  But there is also another 

language found in the Bible, and that language is the Aramaic, in the Old Testament.  

Aramaic passages occur in the Old Testament in four places: 

1.  Gen. 31:47 “And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha:  but Jacob called it Galeed.”  The 

two words, “Jegar-sahadutha,” translate a Hebrew toponym into Aramaic, the language 

of Laban.  Both the Aramaic and the Hebrew mean, “a heap of witness.”  In Hebrew, it is 

“Galeed.”  In Aramaic, it is “Jegar-sahadutha.” 

2.  Jer. 10:11 “Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the Heavens 

and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these Heavens.”  

This one sentence is a unique phenomenon in itself.  There is no Hebrew original.  

There is only this Aramaic.  It has been suggested that the Hebrew original for this one 

verse was lost and the hiatus was filled in with this Aramaic.  It is the most probable; 

however, that Jeremiah gives the answer his people were to say to their conquerors 

when they were invited to worship their heathen gods, and Jeremiah gave the answer in 

Aramaic, the language of the heathen people who would be thus speaking.  In any 

event, the only original language we have for Jeremiah 10:11, is in Aramaic. 

3.  Ezra 4:8-6:18, 7:12-26 These two passages of Scripture comprise about one-third of 

the Book of Ezra.  The paragraphs include the official documents concerning the 

restoration of the Temple in Jerusalem.  Since the original documents were written in 

Aramaic, the reproduction of their words is in the original language as they were copied 

by the scribe, Ezra. 

4.  Daniel 2:4-7:28 This long and extended passage comprises one-half of the Book of 

Daniel.  Ezra was brought up to Babylon.  Daniel was taken there when he  was  a  

young man.  To both of them; therefore, Aramaic was almost as well-known as their 

native Hebrew tongue.  Both drop into Aramaic upon the slightest suggestion:  Ezra, 
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upon quoting an Aramaic letter; Daniel, upon quoting the frightened Chaldeans.  Both of 

these men are equally at home in one language as well as the other.  

         All of this leads us to a most important question.  What is this Aramaic language 

and where did it come from?  Who are these Arameans? 

THE HISTORY OF THE ARAMEANS 

 In Gen. 10:22, we are told that one of the sons of Shem, was Aram.  He is 

named in Matt.1:3 and in Luke 3:33.  The Semitic descendants of Aram were called 

Arameans.  The Greeks called the Arameans, “Syrians,” an abbreviation of Assyrians.  

The Greeks met these people as subjects of the vast Assyrian Empire and so-called 

them by the name of their conquerors and rulers.  Actually, the Arameans were an 

altogether different people from the Assyrians.  In our English Bibles, the Hebrew word 

for “Aramean,” is usually translated, “Syrian.” 

 These Semitic people were the most widely distributed of the descendants of 

Shem.  They were scattered throughout the fertile crescent, that vast region of Western 

Asia, extending from the mountains of Media, through the Mesopotamian Valley, 

through Eastern Asia Minor, down through Syria and Palestine and reaching to the Nile 

Valley.  Their language became the speech of Mesopotamia, of Syria, of Palestine, and 

continued through the centuries until it was supplanted by Arabic after the Muslim 

Conquest in the seventh century A.D.  As a whole, the Arameans never formed a 

politician national unit.  This, in itself, is a most remarkable thing, because usually a 

people who have such extensive repercussions in civilization, are almost always 

gathered together in some tremendous national organization.  It was not so with the 

Arameans.  Their effect upon civilization was tremendous and extensive in the extreme, 

yet they were never, as a whole, united in any national unit.  The Old Testament 

distinguishes several Aramean groups.  Among them are these: 

1. Aram Naharaim, “Aram of the two rivers;” that is, the Aram between the 

Euphrates and the Tigris Rivers.  The word “Aram Naharaim” is translated in the 

King James Version of the Bible, “Mesopotamia” in Gen. 24:10; Deut. 23:4; 
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Judges 3:8,10; and in I Chronicles 19:6.  The word; however, is spelled out as 

such in the title of Psalm 60. 

 

       Sometimes this same land and its people are called Paddan-Aram (Gen. 25:20; 

28:2; 33:18; 35:9; 46:15).  This Paddan-Aram is the home of Laban and Rebecca, the 

children of Bethuel, the son of Nahor, which Nahor was the brother of Abraham.   

     2.  Aram Damascus.  In the Bible, Damascus was often simply called, Aram, 

because it was the section of the people best known to Israel.  From this intimate 

acquaintance on the part of the Hebrew people, we sometimes find in the Scriptures, 

the word, Aram, used by the people of Israel for ancient Syria.  In fact, as the people 

spoke in the vernacular of their everyday conversation, their use of the word, Aram, 

would refer to ancient Syria. 

     3.  Aram Zobah.  During the days of Saul and David in the eleventh century B. C., 

the most powerful realm in Syria, was this Aram Zobah (I Samuel 14:47; II Samuel 8:3).  

The district lay between Hamath, to its north, and Damascus, to its south, and at its 

height, its influence reached these cities. 

           The Arameans were shepherds and traders.  They had the instinct of travel and 

commerce.  Even as shepherds, they were not like the Bedouin-Arams, for they kept 

their flocks and herds mainly for sale in the markets of the cities near where they were 

usually found.  As traders, they were for land traffic, what the Phoenicians were on the 

sea.  They controlled the business and commerce of Western Asia throughout 

successive kingdoms and empires.  Their great trading center in upper Mesopotamia, 

was Haran, in the district of Paddan-Aram, one of the greatest trading cities of the 

ancient East.  (You remember that Abraham went from Ur of Chaldea to Haran, 

Genesis 11:31).  Their great trading center in northeast Palestine was Damascus, the 

greatest city and the capital of the greatest state ever controlled by the Arameans. 

 The unifying process through which the whole of western Asia passed under the 

domination of Assyria, Neo-Babylonian and Persian Empires was materially  hastened 
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by the presence of the ubiquitous Arameans.  Palestine, itself, gradually became 

Aramean in speech and in methods of trade and commerce. 

THE LANGUAGE OF THE ARAMEANS 

 The language of these ubiquitous traders became the language of commerce 

and eventually the language of the state.  This amazing development can be seen in the 

story of the successive empires that ruled in that ancient part of the world. 

 1.   Assyria.  Along with the Arameans already in Assyria, Assyrian conquerors took 

many other Arameans, as from Damascus, and settled them in their extensive lands in 

the upper Mesopotamian Valley.  The language of these Arameans conquered the 

Assyrians.  Aramaic became the language of diplomatic com-munication between 

Assyria and the provinces of Western Asia.  For example, read the story of the siege of 

Jerusalem re-counted in II Kings 18:17-37.  Aramaic is; herein, easily seen as the 

international language in the days of Sennacherib.  It was a language understood by the 

high Assyrian and Jewish officials, but not understood by the common people of 

Jerusalem. 

        The Semitic languages of Hebrew and Aramaic have the same qualities of likeness 

and difference as can be found in the Romance languages of French and Italian, or the 

Teutonic languages of Anglo-Saxon-English and German.  As a Frenchman cannot 

under-stand an Italian, or as an Englishman cannot understand a German, so the 

people of Jerusalem who spoke Hebrew, could not understand the Aramaic of the 

Assyrian officials; but, being an international language, the high officials of the 

Jerusalem government could readily understand the diplomatic language of the officers 

of the   Assyrian army. 

Abraham doubtless spoke the Aramaic of ancient Mesopotamia, but when he came to 

Palestine, he and his family and his descendants gradually changed, to speak the 

language of Canaanitic-Hebrew. 

2.     Babylonia.  Aramaic was the official language of the Babylonian Empire.  It was the 

predominant language spoken by the heterogeneous population of the great metropolis, 
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Babylon.  For example, archaeologists, digging in the ruins of Babylon, have found 

business contracts written in Babylonian cuneiform, yet on the backs of the contracts 

are written labels in Aramaic for quick reference by the clerks in the office.  This plainly 

shows that; however, polyglot the mixture of population might be in the ancient capital of 

the Babylonian Empire, the one common denominator in which all would share, was the 

use of the Aramaic language. 

3.   Persia.  The language of diplomacy in the Persian Empire and the means of 

communication between the Persian rulers and the polyglot nations they ruled, was 

Aramaic.  The one medium of communication in their far flung administration, open to 

the Persian kings and their officials, was this dominant spoken language of Aramaic.  As 

the tongue was used in court, in commerce, in army life, it became known as official or 

imperial Aramaic, the language of governmental officials.  Aramaic became the “lingua 

franca” of nearer Asia, as English or French is today. 

4.      The Jewish Exiles.  During the exile, a change took place in the speech habits of 

the Jews.  In pre-exilic days, their language was Hebrew.  When the exiles returned to 

the land of Palestine, after the Babylonian Captivity, they still continued to speak 

Hebrew.  For example, the Books of Haggi, Zechariah, and Malachi are written in 

Hebrew.  But beside this Biblical Hebrew, there was something other added.  During the 

exile, Jews learned to speak Aramaic as a means of communication with their non-

Jewish neighbors.  When they returned to Jerusalem, they not only carried this Aramaic 

language with them, but they also found it there in the homeland.  For example, in 

Nehemiah 8:8, when Ezra read the law, it was necessary to give an   inter-pretation of 

the meaning of the written text.  This interpretation was probably in Aramaic.  As time 

continued, a most astonishing and remarkable thing happened in Palestine with the 

Jews who returned to the homeland.  That remarkable thing is this:  The Aramaic 

language altogether displaced the Hebrew as the spoken and written language of the 

people.  Just when, the Hebrew of Palestine was displaced by the Aramaic of the 

Arameans, we cannot determine.  It gradually came to pass in   this   post-exilic   period.   

Originally,   there   were   three   great   north   Semitic dialects.  Assyrian-Babylonian, 
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Canaanitic-Hebrew, and Aramean.  The latter altogether displaced the other two as a 

living speech.  

          Some of the repercussions of this use of the Aramaic language can be easily 

followed in Old Testament history.  

A.   As the Jewish people became an Aramaic speaking people, the Old Testament 

Hebrew Scripture had to be translated into Aramaic.  These translations are called 

Targums.  The Hebrew verses are explained in Aramaic for all of the people to 

understand.  

B.    All the Hebrew Bibles were copies in Aramaic script using the Aramaic alphabet.  

Only the Samaritan community preserved the old Hebrew script.  All our Hebrew Bibles, 

without exception, are written in Aramaic script and not in ancient Hebrew script.  The 

words are Hebrew, but the alphabet that is used, is Aramaic.  The truth of the matter is 

that a great many of the languages of the ancient world received their alphabet from the 

Arameans. 

C.    The tremendous religious works of the Hebrews known to us as the Talmud’s, are 

written in Aramaic.  The Babylonian Talmud is written in Babylonia-Aramaic, and the 

Palestinian Talmud is written in Palestinian Aramaic.  The Talmud’s are not written in 

Hebrew.  They are written in Aramaic.  

D.   The spoken language of Christ, was Aramaic.  His original Aramaic words are 

sometimes kept in the gospel narrative, such as can be seen in Mark 5:41, “Talitha 

cumi;” Mark 7:34, “Ephphatha;” Mark 15:34, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani,” and Mark 

14:36, “Abba.”  Aramaic words are also used in the Epistles of Paul.  Paul, was 

doubtless as familiar with Aramaic, as he was with Hebrew or Greek.  Paul uses an 

Aramaic word in Romans 8:15, and again in I Cor. 16:22.  It could well have been, that 

when Christians all over the Roman Empire bade one another farewell, they used the 

Aramaic “maranatha,” in the same way that we would use the English word, “good-bye.”  

In the story of Christian missionary conquest, a great deal of early Christian literature 

was written in the Aramaic dialect, known to us, as Syriac. 
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THE ARAMAIC OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

 Daniel, like the Aramaic documents in Ezra, is half written in Imperial Aramaic, 

the official literary dialect which had currency in all parts of the near east.  The Hebrew 

of Daniel is in the same style as that of Ezekiel, his fellow exile.  The Aramaic of Daniel 

is like the court language spoken in the sixth century B.C. 

 We now consider what it means that these two languages, both Hebrew and 

Aramaic, are used in the Book of Daniel.  There are many suggestions concerning the 

reason for this dual speech.  We consider three of these suggestions: 

1.   There are those who say that the two languages show that there are two or more 

different authors who composed the Book of Daniel.  This suggestion might be  

considered, if the parts differed also in style, content, and use of words, but this is not 

true at all.  Daniel 2:4, where the Aramaic begins, is part of a coherent narrative with 

Daniel 2:5.  Reading the story in English, one would never know that there is a change 

of language from Hebrew, to Aramaic.  Chapter 7, (written in Aramaic), belongs with 

Chapter 8, (written in Hebrew).  There is a general similarity in style, expression, and 

idiom between the Hebrew and Aramaic sections.  Whoever wrote one part, also wrote 

the other part.  The author of the Aramaic sections, is also the author of the Hebrew  

sections. Nor can the Book be divided between the historical section, Chapters 1 

through 6, and the prophetic section, Chapters 7 through 12.  There is a marked 

parallelism between Chapter 2, in the historical section, and Chapter 7, in the 

prophetical section.  The author of each section is the same author.  One man wrote 

them all.    

2.  The suggestion is made that there was a lacuna, a gap, a hiatus, in the original 

Hebrew (or Aramaic) manuscript and it was filled in at a later time from an Aramaic (or 

Hebrew) translation.  If the original Book of Daniel was written in Hebrew, then the 

lacuna was filled in with Aramaic.  If the original Book of Daniel was written in Aramaic, 

then the lacuna was filled in with  Hebrew.  This suggestion; of course, would be al-

together possible were it not for this fact:  From the very beginning, Daniel seems to 
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have been written this way, part of it, Aramaic and part of it, Hebrew.  The Qumran 

fragments, which have been discovered from the caves by the Dead Sea, exhibit the 

same phenomena, that we have in our present text of Daniel.  Where we have Hebrew, 

those fragments have Hebrew, and where we have Aramaic, those fragments also have 

Aramaic. 

3.  It is my deeply and earnestly considered opinion, that the two languages were used 

in reference to, the two great divisions of people who were the subjects of the 

prophecies and of the histories recorded in the Book.  What concerns the Jews 

especially, was written in Hebrew (Dan. 1:1-23; 8:1-12:13).  What concerns the Gentile 

Empires especially, was written in their language.  The Aramaic portion of the Book of 

Daniel is a revelation, especially of the times of the Gentiles. 

 Daniel was a minister in the government of the king.  Aramaic was the language 

of diplomacy and commerce.  The language was often on his lips.  The section of his 

Book, written in Aramaic, was for the purpose of the wider outreach of his prophetic 

visions, thus making the Book available and meaningful to a larger number of leaders.  

The message of the Book, is not only to the Hebrew people, but also to the nations and 

empires of the whole civilized world. 
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 God has a message, not only for His chosen family, but for all the peoples under 

the sun.  God is not only a God of the Hebrews; but also, He is the Lord of all creation.  

He reigns in the affairs of men, both pagan and Christian, both heathen and Hebrew, 

both saved, and lost.  There is one God, who reigns in Heaven, and there is one God, 

who is sovereign over all the earth.  The Book of Daniel; therefore, rises beyond the 

message of The Almighty to His chosen Hebrew people, and reaches to the farthest 

ends of the earth.  The language; therefore, of diplomacy, culture, commerce, and 

conquest are used by Daniel, as he makes the will of God known to civilized men of all 

the nations, under the sun. 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

 The Book of Daniel was written by Daniel according to Dan.1:6, 4:19, 8:1, 10:1, 

and Matt. 24:15.  Daniel was a contemporary of Jeremiah and Ezekiel.  He was a man 

of great wisdom and understanding in visions and dreams (Ezek. 28:3, Dan. 1:17).  He 

belonged to the royal family of Judah and became, a eunuch, fulfilling Isaiah’s prediction 

spoken about 100 years before, that Hezekiah’s seed would serve the King of Babylon 

(Isa. 39:1-8, Dan.1).  He was trained for palace service and did serve as Prime Minister 

during the seventy years of captivity to Babylon and even in the reign of Darius, the 

Mede (Dan. 1:21, 6:1-3, 9:1-2). 

 Daniel was one of the greatest prophets of all time.  He was a godly man and is 

mentioned along with Noah and Job for his uprightness (Ezek. 14:19-20).  In many 

respects, Daniel’s prophecy is the most comprehensive and consecutive of world 

history, from his day, to the second coming of Christ.  He even saw into the future when 

God’s Kingdom will be over all the earth forever (Dan. 2:44-45, Zech. 14:9).  Daniel 

gave the first definite chronological prophecy of the first coming of Christ (Dan. 9:24-27), 

and of the events immediately preceding the second advent (Dan. 2:44-45).  Without 

the Book of Daniel, many other prophecies would not be clear.  It is the foundation upon 

which many prophecies rest.  It is a commentary on, “the times of the Gentiles,” and an 

introduction, to all the New Testament prophecies.  Daniel does not cover the whole 

length of “the times of the Gentiles,” but it does cover that part from his day to their end.  

Daniel predicted the whole course of the empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, 

Rome, Revised Rome, and Revised Grecia.  He also predicted the Eternal Kingdom of 

the God of Heaven succeeding theses empires.  

 The Book of Daniel is in four clearly defined divisions: 

1.  The Personal History of Daniel (from the third year of Jehoiakim, King of Judah, to 

the first year of Cyrus, the Persian, Dan. 1:1-21), 

2.  The Visions of Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 2:1:4:37). 
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3.  The Personal History of Daniel (from Belshazzar, King of Babylon, to Darius, King of 

Medo-Persia, Dan. 5:1-6:28).   

4.  The Visions of Daniel (Dan. 7:1-12:13). 

 In the Book of Daniel, there are 215 verses of history, 78 verses of fulfilled 

prophecy, and 64 verses of unfulfilled prophecy.  These unfulfilled prophecies, concern 

the revision of the Old Roman Empire, and the revival of the Old Grecian Empire, the 

rise of the Antichrist, and the Great Tribulation, and other latter day events. 

 

 I.  The Personal History of Daniel (Dan. 1:1-21). 

 The simple history of Daniel and the three Hebrew children recorded in Dan. 1, is 

very clear in itself, as can be seen by reading the chapter with the following outline: 

 A.    The time of Daniel’s captivity (Dan. 1:1-2). 

 B.  Daniel and his companions chosen (Dan.  

                1:3-6). 

 C.   Change of their names (Dan. 1:7).  Daniel means, God my judge.  His name 

was changed to Belteshazzar, meaning prince of Bel.  The name of Hananiah means, 

gift of the Lord.  It was changed to Shadrach, meaning command of Aku, the mood god.  

The name, Mishael, means who is what God is.  It was changed to Meshach, meaning, 

who is what Aku is.  The name, Azariah, means, whom Jehovah helps.  It was changed 

to Abednego, meaning, servant of Nego, the Babylonian god of science and literature. 

 

 D. Daniel’s purpose not to be defiled with the king’s meat (Dan. 1:8). 

 

 E.   Daniel’s favor with the prince of eunuchs (Dan. 1:10). 
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 F.   The fear of the prince of eunuchs (Dan. 1:10). 

 G.  Daniel’s request to be tested, by being fed with pulse for ten days (Dan. 1:11-

14).  Pulse means, vegetable foods and fruits, so as not to be defiled with meat, killed 

with blood, contrary to the law of Moses (Lev. 3:17) and offered to idols (Ex. 34:15, I 

Cor. 10:20). 

      H.  The mental and physical result of the test (Dan. 1:15-16). 

       I.   God’s gift of wisdom and knowledge (Dan. 1:17). 

       J.   Result of God’s gift and three years’ training (Dan. 1:18-21).  

The magicians were supposed to have the power to expel demons by incantations. 

The astrologers were the prophets of Babylon, who were supposed to be able to know 

the will of the gods, and predict the future by the stars. 

The sorcerers, were those that pretended com-munication with the dead, the same as 

the witches of Ex. 22:18; Deut. 18:10.  The Chaldeans, were a sect, that made natural 

science and divinations, their study.  These classes of Dan.2:2, abounded in Babylon.  

They all sought the same end by different means.  Hence, in Dan. 2, they were all called 

to help solve the mystery of the king.  Daniel, and the three Hebrew children, were 

found to be ten times better than all these men. 

       II.  The Visions of Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 2:1-4:37). 

     1.   The Vision or Dream of The Great Metallic Image (Dan. 2).  In this chapter, we 

have the prophetic future of the world, from Daniel’s day, to the eternal future, when 

God will reign forever.  This dream, concerns the latter days, in particular (Dan. 2:28, 

44-45).  Daniel, chapter 2, is in four parts, as follows: 

      (1)  The details leading up to the dream (Dan. 2:1-30). 

     A.   Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams and sleeplessness (Dan. 2:1). 
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     B.    The wise men of Babylon called (Dan. 2:2-3). 

     C.   The king’s demand of the wise men (Dan. 2:4-9).  They professed to be able to 

reveal secrets, so the king demands that they live up to their profession. 

     D.   The inability of the wise men (Dan. 2:10-11).  Their confession of inability was an 

acknowledgement that they had no communications with the supernatural. 

     E.   The king’s resentment and sentence of death upon the wise men (Dan. 2:12-13).  

The king saw that he and his people had been made a victim of deception, so he 

determined to destroy them, including Daniel and his  companions, who  had not been 

called with the others. 

     F.   Daniel is sought and he promises to reveal the secret (Dan. 2:14-16). 

     G.   United prayer to God for the secret (Dan. 2:17-18). 

     H.   The secret revealed to Daniel and he praises God (Dan. 2:19-23). 

     I.    Daniel requests the king to spare the wise men (Dan. 2:24-26). 

     J.   Testimony of God as the source of the secret (Dan. 2:27-28a). 

  K.   The occasion and purpose of the dream (Dan. 2:28b-30). 

       (2)  The dream revealed, a great metallic image in five parts (Dan. 2:21-35). 

 

     A.   The image’s head was of fine gold (Dan. 2:32). 

     B.   His breast and his arms were of silver (Dan. 2:32). 

     C.   His belly and thighs were of brass (Dan. 2:32). 

     D.   His legs were of iron (Dan. 2:33).  

     E.   His feet and toes were a mixture of iron and clay (Dan. 2:33). 
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     F.  A stone smote the image on the feet and broke all the metals in pieces and it 

became a great mountain and filled the whole earth (Dan. 2:34-35). 

         (3)  The interpretation of the dream (Dan. 2:36-45).  The great image, made of five 

different materials, represents five great world empires:  Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, 

Rome, and Revised Rome, made up of ten kingdoms in the last days. 

 

THE HEAD OF GOLD 

 The head of gold portion of the great image, represents the first of the five 

kingdoms of this vision, Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar’s own kingdom (Dan. 2:37-38).  The 

successive kingdoms are brought into view only as they come into the fulfillment of 

God’s plan, in punishing Israel.  They all existed before they were used, to punish Israel 

and each; in turn, after punishing Israel, and fulfilling the will of God, was absorbed in 

the succeeding kingdom.  Babylon conquered Israel in the first year of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, about 616 B.C., and continued in power for seventy more 

years (Jer. 25; Dan. 9:2). 

 

 Nebuchadnezzar reigned for forty-three years and was succeeded by Evil-

Merodach, who reigned for two years, Neriglissar, for four years, and then Nabonidus 

and Belshazzar reigned jointly until Babylon was overthrown (Dan. 5).  This empire 

oppressed Israel from 616 to 546 B.C. 

THE BREAST AND ARMS OF SILVER 

 This part of the great image, symbolizes the Medo-Persian kingdom, which 

succeeded Babylon at the end of the seventy years’ captivity of the Jews (Dan. 2:39, 

Ezra 1:1-3).  The two arms, symbolize the two nations making the dual kingdom, the 

Medes and the Persians.  This kingdom was inferior to the Babylonian Empire, as silver 

is to gold.  It was not inferior in power, for it overthrew Babylon, but it was inferior in 

form of government, wealth, luxury, and glory (Isa. 13:19).  In Babylon, the king was the 
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absolute power, but in Medo-Persia, law was superior to the king, who could not alter a 

law, even for the best good of his subjects (Dan. 6:1,14). 

 Similarly, in the third and fourth kingdoms, the forms of government were inferior 

and they were inferior in wealth and glory to each preceding one.  Babylon took Israel 

captive and Medo-Persia liberated them, and these are the principal events in Scripture 

concerning these two kingdoms. Medo-Persia continued until Alexander the Great, who 

founded the Old Grecian Empire, in 344 B.C. 

THE BELLY AND THE THIGHS OF BRASS 

 This part of the great image symbolizes the third or Grecian Empire under 

Alexander the Great which also dominated Israel in “the times of the Gentiles” (Dan. 

2:39).  This third empire became the greatest in territory of the three kingdoms, studied 

so far.  Alexander started from Greece and Macedon and conquered all the territories of 

the other two kingdoms and even con-quered part of India.  The Grecian Empire began 

to decay with the death of Alexander.  His vast territory was divided into four parts. 

 

THE LEGS OF IRON 

 This part of the great image symbolizes the Old Roman Empire, which followed 

Greece in the domination of Israel (Dan. 2:40).  This kingdom was to be stronger than 

all the preceding kingdoms, as iron is stronger than gold, silver, and brass.  This 

kingdom is called the fourth, but it is not necessarily the last of the Gentile world 

kingdoms to persecute Israel in, “the times of the Gentiles.”  There will be yet, two 

kingdoms that will reign over Israel, before the coming of their Messiah, to deliver them 

and set up the Kingdom of God in the Earth forever.  The two legs of iron represent the 

Eastern and Western division of the Old Roman Empire, about 364 A.D. 
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THE FEET AND TOES OF IRON AND CLAY 

 This part of the image represents the future Revised Roman Empire (Dan. 2:31-

43, Rev. 17:12-17).  This was to be the last part of the image and was to be destroyed 

by the stone from Heaven.  This Revised Rome was to be a divided one, partly strong 

and partly weak, as symbolized by the two materials of the feet and toes.   

 

The clay represents the rule by the masses, and the iron, the rule by kings.  These two 

forms of government will not mix even as iron and clay will not mix.  The final outcome 

will be that the iron, will again become pre-dominant.   

 Kings will again rule inside the Roman Empire territory.  Ten kingdoms will be 

formed therein, and be ruled by ten kings.  These ten kingdoms, represented by the ten 

toes, will exist in the last days before the coming of Christ and will be destroyed at His 

coming.  They will be ruled by ten kings during the first three and one half years of the 
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Seventieth Week, then by the Antichrist, the last three and one half years (Dan. 2:44, 

Rev. 13:1-18).  The ten kingdoms will form what is known today as the Revised Roman 

Empire.   

THE STONE THAT SMOTE THE IMAGE 

 This stone symbolizes the Kingdom of Heaven headed by the Lord Jesus Christ 

who will; at His second coming, destroy the kingdoms of this world (Dan. 2:35; 7:13-27; 

Rev. 19:11-20).  Christ Himself is called a “stone,” in (Psalms 118:22; Matt. 21:44; I 

Peter 2:6-8).  The Phrase, “without hands,” is an expression always emphasizing the 

absence of all human instrumentality and the act of God alone (Dan. 2:45; Job 34:20).  

Thus, Nebuchadnezzar had revealed unto him what would come to pass from his day, 

down to the time that the God of Heaven sets up a kingdom in this world, at the second 

coming of Christ.  The head of gold, the breast and arms of silver, the belly and thighs 

of brass, and the legs of iron, are already past history.  We are living at a time today, 

represented on the image, as near the feet and ankles.  We can expect the last form of 

the Roman Empire to be made up of ten separate kingdoms, and many today foresee 

the European Common Market, as fulfilling the ten toes, on this image.  In the days of 

these ten kingdoms, the God of Heaven, will set up His Kingdom, and it will continue 

forever. 

 The effect of the revelation of the king’s secret (Dan. 2:46-49).  God was 

accepted as the true God and Daniel and his three companions were exalted over all 

the rulers and wise men of Babylon. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S VISION OF THE ANGEL  (DAN. 3:1-30) 

 In Daniel, chapter three, we have the historical record of the fiery trial of the three 

Hebrew companions of Daniel. 

 (1)  Events leading up to the vision (Dan. 3:1-23). 

     A.    The great idol god set up (8’ wide, 90’ tall)  (Dan. 3:1). 6 cubits X 60 cubits 

     B.   The gathering to the dedication of the idol god (Dan. 3:2-3). 
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     C.    The command to worship the idol and the penalty stated (Dan. 3:4-7). 

     D.  The three Hebrew children refuse to worship the idol and are accused (Dan. 3:8-

12). 

     E.   Nebuchadnezzar’s rage; he commands the Hebrews to worship his idol (Dan.  

3:13-15). 

     F.    They reject the command to worship the image (Dan. 3:16-18). 

    G.  The Hebrew children are cast into the fiery furnace (Dan. 3:19-23). 

            (2)  The vision of the angel (Dan. 3:24-25).  The statement, “the form of the 

fourth is like the Son of God,” literally should have read, “like a son of God.”  

Nebuchadnezzar was used to the worship of all kinds of gods and offspring of the gods, 

so this is the way he expressed the vision of the angel.  He; no doubt, learned that this 

person seen in the furnace, was an angel from the three Hebrews, when they came out 

of the furnace (Dan. 3:28). 

 (3)  The effect of the vision upon Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 3:26-30).  God, again is 

accepted as the greatest of all Gods, and a decree is made that men must not speak 

against the true God.  The Hebrew children are restored to their position over the affairs 

of Babylon. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S VISION OF HIS DETHRONE-MENT (Dan. 4:1-

37) 

 In chapter four of Daniel, we have the self-exaltation, dethronement, insanity, and 

the restoration of Nebuchadnezzar to his kingdom. 

 (1)   The king’s proclamation exalting the God of Heaven (Dan. 4:1-3). 

 (2)   The announcement of his new dream (Dan. 4:4-5). 
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 (3)  The new dreams interpretation, requested of the wise men, but they again 

failed to give the meaning of the dream, as they had failed in Dan. 2, some forty years 

before (Dan. 4:6-7). 

      (4)  The tree vision recited to Daniel (Dan. 4:8-18). 

      (5)  The vision interpreted (Dan. 4:19-26).  Nebuchadnezzar was to become 

insane for  seven  years  until  he  was  humbled  to  know  that  God  rules  in  the  

kingdoms of men.  

 

 

           (6)    Daniel’s advice to the king to humble himself (Dan. 4:27). 

 (7)    Daniel’s advice rejected and the king exalts himself (Dan. 4:28-30). 
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 (8) The dream fulfilled (Dan. 4:31-33).  Nebuchadnezzar was stricken with a 

mental disease, called Lycanthropy, in which a man imagines himself to be a wolf or 

some other animal.  

 (9)   Nebuchadnezzar healed and restored to his kingdom extols God (Dan. 4:34-

37). 

THE PERSONAL HISTORY OF DANIEL (Dan. 5:6-28) 

 1.    Daniel’s personal history under Belshazzar (Dan. 5) 

 In chapter five of Daniel, we have the drunken feast of Belshazzar and the end of 

the Babylonian empire, which had ruled Assyria, Phoenicia, Judea, Arabia, and Egypt.   

Belshazzar was the son of Nabonidus and was made co-regent, while his father was 

fighting the Medes and the Persians in some part of the empire.  This is why he could 

only make Daniel the third ruler in the kingdom (Dan. 5:29).  The phrases, “his father,” 

and “thy father Nebuchadnezzar,” are clear, when we understand that there is no word 

in Chaldee or Hebrew for grandfather, and that father, is used of an ancestor in 

Scripture (Rom. 9:10; I Kings 15:11-13; Jer. 27:7). 

 The following is an outline of chapter five of Daniel: 

       (1)   Belshazzar’s feast and idolatry (Dan. 5:1-4). 

       (2)  The supernatural handwriting on the wall.  MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

“MENE” meant “numbered” and also “come to an end.” “TEKEL” meant “weighed” and 

also “found lacking.”  “PERES” meant “divided” and also “dissolved.”  The word 

“UPHARSIN”  

 is the plural of PERES. (Dan. 5:5). 

       (3)  The effect of the miracle on Belshazzar (Dan. 5:6). 

       (4)  The wise men fail to interpret the writing (Dan. 5:7-9).  

       (5) The queen advises the king of Daniel’s wisdom (Dan. 5:10-12). 
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       (6) Daniel is brought in and promised rewards in interpreting the writing (Dan. 5:13-

16). 

       (7) Belshazzar rebuked for his pride and idolatry (Dan. 5:17-25). 

       (8) The handwriting interpreted and Daniel is exalted (Dan. 5:26-29). 

       (9) The handwriting prophecy fulfilled the fall of Babylon (Dan. 5:30-31). 

     2.  Daniel’s personal history under Darius (Dan. 6). 

 In chapter six of Daniel, we have the record of Daniel continuing as Prime 

Minister, under the Medes and Persians after the fall of Babylon.   

 The following is an outline of chapter six: 

     (1)    Daniel made Prime Minister under Darius, the Mede (Dan. 6:1-3). 

     (2)    Ancient politics; the plot against Daniel (Dan. 6:4-9). 

     (3)      Daniel, steadfast in his worship of the true God (Dan. 6:10). 

     (4)     Daniel, accused to the king, as a lawbreaker (Dan. 6:11-13). 

     (5)   The king seeks to deliver Daniel, but is powerless (Dan. 6:14-15). 

     (6)       Daniel cast into the den of lions (Dan. 6:16-17). 

     (7)       The king spends a sleepless night in fasting for Daniel (Dan. 6:18-20). 

     (8)       Daniel is delivered from the lions by an angel (Dan. 6:21-22). 

     (9)       Daniel is delivered and his enemies are cast to the lions (Dan. 6:23-24). 

    (10)       The decree of Darius, that all nations honor the true God (Dan. 6:25-28). 
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THE VISIONS OF DANIEL (Dan. 7:1-12:13) 

 In chapter seven of Daniel, we have the prophetical visions of Daniel, concerning 

world events from his day, to the second coming of Christ and the eternal kingdom of 

the God of Heaven.  These visions are all interpreted by God to the prophet and are 

plainly  

recorded, so there can be no misunderstanding as to any detail.  The visions are as 

follows: 

 1.   The vision of the four beasts (Dan. 7:1-27). 

 In Daniel chapter two, God shows the Gentile world kingdoms to 

Nebuchadnezzar from the human standpoint, as a great and beautiful metallic image.  

In Daniel chapter seven, God shows the same kingdoms from the standpoint of 

ferocious wild beasts.  The beasts, are symbols of kingdoms, as is clearly seen and 

stated in Dan. 7:17.  Winds, in symbolic passages, denote wars, strife, and judgments 

from God (Jer. 25:32-33; Rev. 7:1-3).  Seas represent peoples (Rev. 17:15).  Beasts 

represent kingdoms and rulers (Dan. 7:17; Rev. 13:1-18).  Heads represent kingdoms 

(Dan. 7:6; Rev. 17:8-17).  Horns represent kings or rulers of kingdoms (Dan. 7:23-24; 

Rev. 17:12-17).  The vision itself, is recorded in Dan. 7:1-14 and the interpretation is 

given in Dan. 7:15-28. 

THE LION (Dan. 7:4, 12, 17) 

 The lion symbolizes Babylon, the same as the head of gold on the image of Dan. 

2:38-46.  This, clear from the fact, that the four beasts symbolize four kingdoms from 

Daniel’s day, on to the eternal Kingdom of God (Dan. 7:17-25).  The vision was seen 

during the reign of Belshazzar, King or Babylon, and the first beast would naturally 

represent this kingdom that was in existence when Daniel saw the vision, just as this 

was true of the first kingdom represented by the metals of the image in Dan. 2:38-46.  

The wings on the lion, symbolize the swiftness of the conquests of the Chaldeans, as 

stated in Hab. 1:6-8; Ezek. 17:1-24.  These wings were plucked and the lion stood on its 

feet as a man, which represents that Babylon no longer was strong as a lion that could 
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rush upon its prey like an eagle and devour it.  A man’s heart-weak and faint-took the 

place of a lion’s strength.  Such was the case of Babylon at the end, when she was 

given over to wealth and luxury, as seen in Dan. 5.  Babylon, is also pictured as a lion, 

in Jer. 4:7.  Since the first beast represents Babylon, the other three naturally represent 

Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome, that succeeded Babylon. 

THE BEAR (Dan. 7:5, 12, 17) 

 The bear symbolizes Medo-Persia, the same as the silver in the image of Dan. 2.  

It raised itself up on one side, representing the greater military strength and influence of 

the Persians.  The tree ribs in its mouth, represent the Medo-Persian conquests of 

Lydia, Babylonia, and Egypt.  This kingdom of Medo-Persia, is mentioned in Dan. 5:24-

31; 6:1-28; 8:1-4. 

THE LEOPARD (Dan. 7:6,12,17) 

 The leopard symbolizes Grecia, the same as the brass in the image of Dan.2.  It 

had four wings of a fowl, representing the swiftness of the conquests of Alexander; 

therein, being similar to the lion.  It also had four heads, which represent the four 

divisions of the empire after the death of Alexander.  This kingdom is mentioned in Dan. 

2:32; 7:6; 8:5-25; 11:3-45. 

THE NON-DESCRIPT BEAST (Dan. 7:7-8, 17-27) 

 This beast symbolizes Rome, the same as the iron in the image of Dan. 2.  It had 

iron teeth and was very strong, for it broke in pieces, all the beasts that were before it.  

It had ten horns and later on, another little horn, making eleven altogether (Dan. 7:23-

24).  This little horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and spake very great things (Dan. 

7:8, 19-24).  The beast itself, symbolizes the Old Roman Empire (Dan. 7:7-8). 

THE TEN HORNS (Dan. 7:8, 20,24) 

 The ten horns symbolize ten kingdoms out of the territory of the Old Roman 

Empire, that shall arise in the last days and be in existence, at the time of the second 

coming of Christ.  The ten horns will make the fifth kingdom, dealt with in this chapter.  
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They correspond to the ten toes on the image of Dan. 2 and the ten horns on the beast 

and dragon in Rev. 12:3; 13:1-4; 17:8-17, for  they all  exist at the  same  time  and are 

destroyed the same way and by the same person. 

THE LITTLE HORN (Dan. 7:8,20-27) 

 Dan. 7:24, states that, “The ten horns out of this kingdom, (the fourth, Rome), are 

ten kings, that shall arise; and ANOTHER shall arise AFTER them; and he shall be 

diverse from the first, (the ten), and he shall subdue three kings, (of the ten).”  This will 

give him four of the ten kings.  The other six of the ten, will agree to give their power to 

this “little horn,” and he will form the eighth kingdom of Rev. 17:8-17. 

 It is clear that this “little horn,” arises “AFTER” the ten horns and not “BEFORE” 

them and that he does not have a thing to do with causing the rise of the ten.  He does 

not revive the Roman Empire and is not on the scene of action until after the ten 

kingdoms are fully formed.  These facts exclude the possibility of Stalin, the Pope, or 

any man, now prominent in world affairs, being the Antichrist of the future. 

 

 This “little horn,” is yet future and is the same as the “beast,” in Rev. 13. 

THE ANCIENT OF DAYS (Dan. 7:9-11) 

 Daniel, saw thrones placed and saw God the Eternal Being, take His seat as 

judge in the court of Heaven.  Daniel hopes to inspire veneration, by referring to God, as 

the “Ancient of Days.”  His extremely white raiment signifies, purity and sinlessness.  

God does not tolerate, nor let iniquity, come near His throne.  His throne is surrounded 

by an awesome cleansing fire, which demands absolute truth, and respect.  In ancient 

times, oriental thrones frequently, were on wheels.  The throne, occupied by God in 

judgment, had fiery wheels of destruction, so that nothing could stand in the way of 

justice.  The hyperbole of numbers used in describing the Heavenly Host, in verse 10, 

indicates that the Host was innumerable. 



 

31 

 

Page | 31 

 This court of judgment in verse 9, is not to be confused with the last judgment 

recorded in Rev. 20:12; for at that judgment, the Antichrist will not be present.  He will 

have been cast into the lake of fire, 1,000 years previously.   The time spoken of here in 

verse 11, coincides with that of Rev. 19:20. 

 The reference to beasts, mentioned in verse 12, refers to the rest of the latter-

day horns or kingdoms.  The dominions of the latter day rulers will be taken away 

suddenly, in agreement with Dan. 2:34, but the rulers’ (7 will be left) lives, will be 

prolonged for one year and 3 months after the death of the Antichrist. 

THE SON OF MAN (Dan. 7:13) 

 This scene could be described as the coronation scene of the Son of Man, King 

of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 

 In this vision, Christ is presented in His Kingly, merciful human form, as the Son 

of Man, the Saviour of mankind, whom all nations should serve.  A New Testament 

verse, having a similar description of Christ, is found in Rev. 5:12. 

 After Christ finished His redemptive work, He ascended into Heaven with a cloud 

and sat down on the right hand of God (power).  God has bestowed all honors upon the 

glorified Christ. 

 From the right hand of power, or the Ancient of Days, Jesus Christ will again 

return in the clouds, as promised in Matt. 26:64; Acts 1:11.  God, gives Jesus Christ, the 

kingdoms of all nations, which are to serve Him (Isa. 11:4-6). 

 From the reign on this earth, Christ’s Kingdom will pass into the New Jerusalem 

and thus be an everlasting Kingdom (I Cor. 15:24-25). 

DANIEL IS ANXIOUS (Dan. 7:15) 

 The four beasts that arise out of the earth, as mentioned before, are Babylon, 

Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome.  The saints shall possess the Kingdom of Christ, 

(1,000 years), and rule and reign with Him (Rev. 20:4).  Daniel had a special interest in 
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the fourth beast and the ten horns in his head, and the horn that had eyes, and a great 

mouth that spake great things.  The little horn, (Antichrist), made war with the saints, 

(Israel), and prevailed against them (Dan. 7:21).  The Antichrist  will make  war  against  

Israel  during the Tribulation Period, until Christ comes in the clouds of glory at 

Armageddon. 

 

 The prerogative of establishing law and ordinances, human as well as divine, 

belongs to God Almighty, who made Heaven and earth.  To the old Hebrews, “times 

and laws” in verse 25, meant sacred feasts, holy days, and the law recorded by Moses, 

with special reference to Lev. 23.  These ordinances, the Antichrist will try to change 

during the Tribulation Period; and thereby, usurp the power of Almighty God.  The 

power of the Antichrist will last for three and one half years, (Jacob’s trouble), then 

Christ and His saints will defeat him at Armageddon.  Christ will then set up His 

Millennial Reign, and His Kingdom will be everlasting. 

THE VISION OF THE RAM AND THE HE-GOAT (Dan. 8) 

 Chapter eight, deals with only two of the kingdoms, symbolized in the metals on 

the image of Dan. 2, and by the four beats of Dan. 7.  These two kingdoms are Medo-

Persia and Greece.  The purpose of this vision given to Daniel, is to narrow down the 

place of the coming of the “little horn,” or the Antichrist; geographically, from the ten 

kingdoms to four of the kingdoms, and reveal that this kingdom will be the Revised 

Grecian Empire, instead of the Revised Roman Empire.  The Antichrist, is seen in this 

chapter, as coming out of one of the four Grecian divisions, so we can eliminate entirely, 

the other six of the Revised Roman Empire, as being the countries from which he will 

come.  In Dan. 7, the Antichrist is seen coming out of the ten kingdoms of the Revised 

Roman Empire.  He uses the kingdom he comes out of, to overthrow three others, 

which  
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are the other three divisions of Greece.  Thus, he revives the Grecian Empire, by 

coming out of one of its divisions and overthrowing the other three.  The six kingdoms of 

the Revised Roman Empire, which were never a part of the Grecian Empire, will submit 

to him, and his kingdom will then become the eighth of Rev. 17:8-17, which immediately 

succeeds the seventh, or Revised Rome, but which is destroyed by Christ at His 

coming.  The Antichrist arises at the beginning of the Seventieth Week of Daniel and in 

three and one  half  years,  conquers  and  gains  control  of  all  the  ten  kingdoms,  

which  he  will rule for the last three and one half years of the Seventieth Week.  All the 

kings will continue to rule under Him, but as subordinate kings during this short period.  
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 The vision of the ram and the he-goat, is given here in Dan. 8:1-18, and is 

interpreted in Dan. 8:19-27.  Such expressions as, “at the time of the end shall be the 

vision…..the last end of the indignation….the end shall be….the latter time of their 

kingdom….stand up against the Prince of Princes….broken without hand,” prove that 

the vision concerns the last days, just before the coming of Christ to earth. 

THE RAM (Dan. 8:1-4,20) 

 The ram symbolizes the Medo-Persian Empire, the same as the silver, in the 

image of Dan. 2, and the bear of Dan. 7.  It had two horns corresponding to the two 

arms on the image of Dan. 2, and represents the two leaders of the Empire, Darius the 

Median, and Cyrus, the Persian.  The ram, did according to its own will for a period, but 

at the height of his power, an he-goat came from the west, and destroyed the ram, 

representing the conquests of Medo-Persia by Greece. 

THE HE-GOAT (Dan. 8:5-26) 

 The he-goat symbolizes the Grecian Empire, the same as the brass in the image 

of Dan. 2, and the leopard in Dan. 7.  He came from the face of the west and touched 

not the ground as he went, representing the swiftness of Alexander’s conquests.  The 

he-goat had a notable horn between the eyes, representing the first king, or Alexander 

the Great.  The notable horn was broken, (Alexander died), and in its place there came 

up four notable ones, (horns), toward the four winds of Heaven, representing the 

division of the Grecian Empire into four parts.  

THE FOUR DIVISIONS OF GREECE (Dan. 8:8) 

 Daniel predicted that the third or the Grecian Empire would be divided into four 

parts.  This was fulfilled after the death of Alexander the Great, when four of his 

generals seized upon his empire as follows” 

 A.  Cassander took Greece and Macedon. 

 B.  Lysimachus took Asia Minor or present Turkey and Thrace. 
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 C.  Seleucus took all the eastern parts of the empire, including the modern states 

of Syria, Iraq, and Iran. 

 D.  Ptolemy took the kingdom of Egypt.  Palestine became a buffer state between 

Syria and Egypt, who waged war with each other for about150 years, ending in 165 

B.C., with the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes, 

 King of Syria. 

 All these divisions, except the extreme eastern part of the kingdom of Seleucus, 

were conquered by the Romans and they became a part of the Old Roman Empire.  

These four divisions of Greece will become four of the ten kingdoms that will be formed 

inside the Old Roman Empire in the last days. 

ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES 

 Out of one of the four Grecian kingdoms, a ruler emerged, who became strong, 

and exerted his influence toward the south, toward the east, and toward Palestine, here 

called, “the glorious land.”  This little horn is not to be confused with the little horn, which 

will someday arise from the ten toes of the Nebuchadnezzar dream-image in chapter 2, 

verse 42, nor with the future little horn, of the Daniel beast-image in chapter 7, verse 20, 

which is the same as chapter 2, verse 42.  This little horn is of the past, and was 

Antiochus Epiphanes, who sprang out of the Grecian Selucid Kingdom and reigned from 

176 to 164 B.C.  During his reign, he invaded Egypt, two times. 

 Antiochus Epiphanes, is a prophetic-type of the latter-day Antichrist.  All the 

words prophesied in Daniel about the Antichrist, have not been fulfilled in this prophetic-

type.  The prophetic-type little horn arose out of the defunct Grecian Empire, while the 

actual little horn, (latter day Antichrist), will arise somewhere in Syria. 

 God allowed Antiochus Epiphanes to grow great, from a small beginning in order 

to use him as a rod, with which to punish Israel.  Most Gentile kings of the past, had 

overdone their role as rod for Israel, but Antiochus Epiphanes IV, surpassed them all.  

He not only persecuted and killed the God-fearing Jews, but also desecrated God’s 

Temple in Jerusalem, as no other despot had ever done, nor will do until the Antichrist 
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of the later day comes.  Antiochus Epiphanes earned himself the distinction of being the 

prophetic type of this latter day Antichrist.  The book of Daniel describes Antiochus 

Epiphanes as becoming so great, that he extended himself to the stars of Heaven and 

cast some to the ground.  “Stars” and “Host of Heaven,” refer symbolically to the God-

fearing Israelites, who did not obey the God-displeasing ordinances of the wicked king.  

Many of the God-fearing Israelites were killed.  “The Prince of the Host,” refers to the 

prophesied Christ.  The sin of Antiochus Epiphanes reached into Heaven, when he took 

away the sacrifices dedicated to the risen, Jesus Christ.  Because the nation of Israel 

had sinned against God, Antiochus Epiphanes was allowed to prosper over them. 

 The 2,300 days mentioned in Dan. 8:13-14, are considered to be literal and 

amount to 6 solar-month years plus 140 days.  The 2,300 days, fit properly into 

Antiochus Epiphanes’ reign, of making desolate and tramping, under the good and 

faithful Jews.   

The acts of Antiochus Epiphanes brought about the Maccabean revolt, which freed 

Jerusalem a few years.  The last days of Antiochus Epiphanes are a prophetic type of 

the latter day Tribulation Period.  Except for the anti-type implication, the prophecies of 

chapter 8, have been literally fulfilled. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF GABRIEL (Dan. 8:15-17) 

 Daniel was introduced to the angel, Gabriel, who explained that, “the time of the 

end,” means the end of the appointed time, namely, of the 2,300 days.   For  Daniel, this 

was in the distant future.  The vision from here, until the end of this chapter, has 

previously been explained.  After Gabriel touched Daniel, he received strength and was 

able to listen again.  In verse 19, Gabriel explained that the “end” referred to, is the end 

of the 2,300 days of desolation in Antiochus Epiphanes’ time.  This is not to be confused 

with the latter days of the Antichrist, as set forth in the Book of Revelation.  But the last 

days under Antiochus Epiphanes, are a prophetic type of the latter-day Tribulation 

Period. 
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THE FOUR KINGDOMS OF GREECE (Dan. 8:22-27) 

 The four kingdoms under the Grecian generals will not be as powerful as that of 

Alexander the Great.  Antiochus Epiphanes will destroy influential men and many God-

fearing Jews, called the people of the saints.  He will prosper by his deceit and cunning, 

and by force.  He will have a “bold countenance,” be unashamed in trampling down, and 

be without fear of God.  He will conceal his purpose behind uncertain words, such as 

double-talk.  He will raise himself against God, who will then destroy him.   “but seal up 

the vision,” means, to put it in safe-keeping, but not for the purpose of secrecy, rather 

for posterity.  The object for safekeeping, was that this prophecy was to be available, as 

a guide for those who later would suffer under Antiochus Epiphanes; the true believers, 

would then gather assurance from its pages.  Daniel lay sick for some days, because he 

was appalled at what he saw would happen to his own people. 

FROM WHAT COUNTRY WILL THE ANTICHRIST COME? 

 Daniel saw the “little horn” coming out of one of the four divisions of the Grecian 

Empire (Dan. 8:8-9, 21-23).  These four divisions are known today as Greece, Turkey, 

Syria, and Egypt.  In Dan. 7, we have the Antichrist coming from ten kingdoms inside 

the Roman Empire and if we did not have the vision of Dan. 8, we could believe that he 

could come from England, Holland, Belgium, France, Switzerland, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 

Austria, Hungary, Yugo-Slavia, Albania, or some other part of the Old Roman Empire, 

outside of the four divisions of the Grecian Empire.  But since we have in  Daniel  8,  the 

narrowing down of the Antichrist from ten kingdoms, to four of the ten, and definitely 

limiting his coming from either Greece, Turkey, Syria, or Egypt; we must therefore, limit 

his coming from one of these four countries. 

 If the Antichrist is coming from either Greece, Turkey, Syria, or Egypt, then it is 

definite that he cannot come from Italy, the Vatican, England, America, Germany, 

Russia, or any other country of the world, as men have been teaching in the past for 

many years. 

 

 This much is clear, no man knows who the Antichrist will be, for he has not yet 
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come and cannot come until AFTER the ten kingdoms are formed inside the Roman 

Empire and until AFTER the rapture of the church.  The Antichrist will not be any man in 

past history. 

 

THE RISE OF THE ANTICHRIST 

 The Antichrist will arise out of one of the ten kingdoms of the Revised Roman 

Empire.  That is, he will come from one of the eastern four of the ten, and he will start 

another war.  He shall subdue three of the ten, in his rise to power over the ten.  He will 

make a seven year covenant with the new nation of Israel and break it in the middle of 

the seven years and start another war (Dan. 9:27; 11-36-45).  It takes him three and 

one half years to get power over these three kingdoms that he subdues.  By that time, 

the countries of the north and east unite to make war on the nations inside the Roman 

Empire.  In these circumstances, the other six of the ten kingdoms he does not 

overthrow, will give their kingdoms to him and make him their leader against these 

countries of the north and east (Dan. 11:40-45).  God will put it in the hearts of the ten to 

give their kingdoms to the Antichrist and to help him in these new wars (Rev. 17:12-17).  

The Antichrist becomes the victor over these countries in the last three and one half 

years of this age and becomes the chief ruler of Russia, Germany, etc.  He then gathers 

these newly conquered countries against Israel and seeks to stop Christ from setting up 

His Kingdom (Rev. 19:11-21). 

 

 Thus, the Antichrist rises after the ten kingdoms are formed, and in the first three 

and one half years of Daniel’s Seventieth Week, he revives the Grecian Empire by 

getting power over the four original divisions  of  the  Grecian  Empire.   Then, the other 

six of the ten kingdoms, making up the Revised Roman Empire, will submit to him 

without a struggle, so as to unite against Germany, Russia, and other countries of the 

north and east during the last three and one half years of this age. 
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 The Revised Roman Empire (E.C.C.?), will exist as ten separate kingdoms for a 

short time before the Antichrist comes.  When he does come, he gets power over these 

ten kingdoms and he then forms the eighth kingdom of Rev. 17:8-17.  It is this eighth 

kingdom that will be under one ruler, the Antichrist.  The seventh kingdom made up of 

the ten kingdoms will be succeeded by this eighth one, under the Antichrist.  Thus; there 

are two world empires yet in the future, the Revised Roman Empire and the Revived 

Grecian Empire. 

GABRIEL OUTLINES ISRAEL’S FUTURE 

(Daniel’s 70 weeks) 

 The first year reign of Darius was about 538 B.C.  The Medes and the Persians 

did not rule Babylon separately, but Darius was of Mede descent and Cyrus of Persian.  

The two countries were ruled jointly and Darius may have been appointed to his position 

by the Army General, Cyrus.  Daniel was familiar with the prophecy of Jeremiah 25:11-

12.  The seventy years mentioned in Jeremiah, are distinctly different from the seventy 

week-years, which Gabriel expounds on, in chapter nine. 

 After Daniel had finished reading the Scripture of Jeremiah, he turned to the Lord 

God in prayer.  Daniel approached God, to plead Israel’s cause.  In his prayer, he 

includes Judah, Jerusalem, and the ten northern tribes among the transgressors.  The 

seventy years of predicted bondage in Babylon were coming to an end.  Daniel begged 

God not to delay the restoration of his people. 

 Daniel was praying at “the time of the evening sacrifice,” which was the ninth 

hour, or 3:00 P.M., our time.  From Dan. 9:20 to verse 27, Gabriel, is speaking.  The 

essential portion of his prophecy, is intended for the Jewish race and the city of 

Jerusalem. 

 

 To the Hebrew of the Old Testament, seventy weeks, (shabuim), meant seventy 

times seven years, or a total of 490 years.  The Old Testament years were  lunisolar  
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years of 360 days.  Gabriel specifically narrows down the decree to affect only the Jews 

and only Jerusalem. 

 From here, we must go back to Nehemiah 2:5.  Nehemiah was a cup bearer for 

King Artaxerxes.  His brother had ruled from Judah and told him of the great trouble in 

the land and that the walls of Jerusalem was breached and its gates destroyed by fire. 

 

 Nehemiah was overcome with grief at the news of the condition of his homeland.  

He prayed to God that He would help His people.  One day, as he entered the king’s 

court, the king noticed his sad countenance and inquired as to what was wrong.  

Nehemiah told the king and asked him if he could obey the commandment of God to go 

back to Jerusalem and rebuild the walls.  The king granted his desire after confirming 

that Nehemiah would return after the work was done.  This occurred at approximately 

445 B.C.  Nehemiah rebuilt the walls despite the hostilities of Sanballat, Tobiah, and 

Geshem. 

  The walls had been torn down by Nebuchadnezzar in 588 B.C., when he took the 

Jews captive to Babylon.  The rebuilding of the walls took 7 weeks.  This will tell us it 

took 49 years. 

 After the rebuilding of the walls, the time is measured to the cutting off of the 

Messiah.  This span of time encompassed 62 weeks or 434 years.  The cutting off of the 

Messiah, was the death of Christ on the cross, which took place about 32 A.D.  The 

total years so far are 483 years, with 7 years yet to be fulfilled on Israel.  From the 

cutting off of the Messiah, Daniel begins to describe a period of time we call, the “Great 

Tribulation.”  He did not see the two thousand years in between, that we know as, the 

Church Age.  The Church Age was revealed later to St. Paul and St. John.  The Church 

Age does not concern the Jews, so Daniel did not see it.  Hosea 6:2, tells us that the 

Jews would be blinded during the Church Age.  As soon as the Church Age is 

completed, the rapture will take place. 
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 After the rapture, the Great Tribulation will be ushered in.  This period of time will 

be at least 7 years long.  This is the seventieth (70th) week, that will be determined upon 

the Jews.  During this time, the Antichrist will deal with the Jews.  Daniel saw this period 

of time.   

 The Antichrist will make a covenant with the Jews at the beginning of the Great 

Tribulation.  He will promise them that they will dwell safely in their land.  The Antichrist 

and the False Prophet will trick the Jews into making this covenant.  In the middle of the 

week, or three and one half years after its beginning, the Antichrist will break the 

covenant, and the Jews will then realize what they had done, when they rejected and 

crucified Jesus.  As the end of the 70th week or 490 years, the battle of Armageddon will 

take place.  God will come and deliver His people.  As soon as the battle of 

Armageddon is over, the Jews will be the rulers for the next 1,000 years.  We call this 

the Millennial reign of Christ.  The only people God deals with during the 70th week, will 

be the Jews.  God only deals with one group of people at a time.  We are the saints in 

the Church age; the Jews will be the saints in the Millennial reign. 

 The whole period of “seventy sevens,” is 490 years, which are determined or 

marked off from all other years and concern only “thy people, (Israel), and the holy city, 

(Jerusalem).”  There are six prophetic events to take place during these 490 years 

relative to Israel and Jerusalem for six purposes: 

 1. “To finish the transgression.”  This trans-gression has reference to Israel in her 

rebellion against God.  This prophecy, foretells the culmination of that rebellion.  The 

law was added because of transgression, until the Seed should come, and it served as 

a schoolmaster to lead Israel to Christ (Gal. 3:17-25).  Israel failed to receive their 

Messiah and was broken off in unbelief.  She will not be fully received again until the 

second coming of Christ.  (Rom.11:25-29; Isa. 66:7-10; Ezek. 36:24-30). 

 2.   “To make an end of sins.”  Israel’s sins, if collected in the form of concrete 

matter, would fill the whole earth; for, she has been in rebellion against God from her 

beginning and she will be, until the fulfillment of this prophecy, at the return of Christ.  
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This, “end of sins,” will not be made, until after the Tribulation, but from that time on, 

Israel will obey God forever.  (Ezek. 36:24-30; Zech. 14:1-21.) 

 3. “To make reconciliation (atonement) for iniquity.”  Atonement was made on the 

Cross, for the whole world, but Israel, as a nation, has not yet appropriated its benefits 

and will not, until the return of Christ.  (Zech. 13:1-7; Rom. 11:25-27). 

 4.  “To bring in everlasting righteousness.”  When the transgression has been 

finished, the end of sins made, and the full benefits of the atonement will have been 

realized by Israel, then everlasting righteousness will be ushered in.  (Isa. 9:6-7; 12:1-6; 

Rom. 11:25-29). 

 5.  “To seal up the vision and prophecy.”  This means, to make an end of 

prophecies, by fulfillment of those concerning Israel and Jerusalem.  It means, that 

there will be no need of inspired men, to rebuke Israel in an attempt to lead them into 

the way of righteousness.  (Jer. 31:31-40; Isa. 11:9). 

 6.   “To anoint the most Holy.”  This refers to the cleansing of the Holy of Holies, 

the Temple, and the City of Jerusalem from the abomination of desolation and the 

sacrilege of Gentiles, and to the establishment and anointing of the Millennial Temple of 

Ezek. 40-43.  

Going forth of the commandment to Christ’s birth. 

                                                                    445 years 

 

The life span of Christ                                  33 1/2 years  

                                                                                     

Allowing for the calendar change                  4 years   

                                                                      483 years                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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We see that 483 years (69 weeks) has already been fulfilled upon the nation of Israel.  

There remains yet, 7 years (1 week) upon Israel, in order to fulfill this prophecy of 70 

weeks or 490 years.  This last 7 years, is called the Great Tribulation, and pertains only 

to the nation of Israel.  The Church Age is inserted after the death of Christ, to the 

rapture of the Church, before the Antichrist is revealed.  The Church has no part of this 

last 7 years that is destined upon Israel. 

THE DIVISIONS OF THE TRIBULATION 

(Last 7 years) 

 1.   The FIRST DIVISION takes in the first three and one half years of the 

Seventieth Week, and is termed, “the lesser Tribulation,” for it is not as great in severity 

as the last three and one half years, because of the protection of Israel by the Antichrist 

during this time.  This division of the Tribulation takes in the fulfillment of Rev. 6:1-9:21. 

The judgments of the sixth seal and first six trumpets comes in this period; thus, proving 

Tribulation during this time. 

 

 



 

44 

 

Page | 44 

 

 2.    The LAST DIVISION takes in the last three and one half years of the Week 

and is termed, “the Great Tribulation,” because it will be more severe in persecution 

upon Israel than the first three and one half years.  The Antichrist, who protected Israel 

in the first three and one half years, will break his covenant with her in the middle of the 

Week, and become her most bitter enemy.  The Antichrist will try to destroy Israel, 

which calls for the judgments of the seven vials of the last three and one half years.  

This part of the Tribulation, includes the fulfillment of Rev. 10:1-19:21. 
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DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM FORETOLD 

  

 

 In this space of time, between the 69th and 70th weeks, the “people” of the other 

Prince, will destroy Jerusalem.  This happened when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, 

in 70 A.D.  (Dan. 9:26). 

THE ANTICHRIST FORETOLD 

 Daniel 9:27, deals entirely with the 70th week (7 years).  The central figure of the 

last 7 years, will be the Antichrist.  The “consummation” ends, when Christ comes at 

Armageddon to deliver Israel, and sets up His Millennial Reign. 

CONFLICTS IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM 

 In chapter 10, Daniel mourns and fasts for his people, for three weeks.  An angel, 

dispatched from the presence of God, is revealed to Daniel.  The men with Daniel did 

not see the vision, but they felt the presence of this mighty angel, and hid themselves.  

Daniel makes an attempt to describe this Heavenly being of chapter  10.   Daniel is 

strengthened and assured, that he was greatly beloved by God.  This Heavenly visitor is 

sent, to make Daniel to understand what shall befall his people in the latter days.  (Dan. 

10:14). 

 

 There are spiritual realms, which operate in our Universe.  There are angels of 

darkness, who cooperate with Satan, and there are angels of light, who obey Jehovah.  

The political world, is influenced by invisible powers, who rule nations through human 

rulers.  In this instance, the Prince (evil angel), representing the Persian world powers, 

to whom Israel was at that time subjugated, withstood the influence of God’s angel.  For 

21 days, this evil angel, withstood the Holy angel of Jehovah, until Michael came to 

assist him.  Michael has been appointed by God to champion the cause of Israel. 
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 After leaving Daniel, the angel returned, to contend with the evil angel, who 

influenced Persia.  Following the defeat of the evil force of Persia, another evil force 

emerges in Greece.  Satan is the Prince of this world, until Christ comes at 

Armageddon, to set up His reign on earth. 
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FROM DARIUS TO THE SON OF PERDITION 

 Chapter eleven of Daniel, is the things spoken about by the angel, in Dan. 10:14.  

Events in this chapter, have to do with the latter days of Daniel, and the Medo-Persian 

empire, the Grecian Empire, and the rise of the Roman Empire. 

 Three kings were to follow Cyrus; they were: 

1.  Cambyses (Ashasurerus) 

2.  Pseudo Smerdis 

3.  Darius Hystaspes 

4.  Xerxes, was far richer than all of them.  He used his wealth for the raising and 

arming of an immense host of two and one-half million men.  He tried to conquer 

Greece, but was defeated by Alexander the Great. 

The mighty king of verse 3, was Alexander the Great, who died in his prime.  His 

kingdom was split into four parts.  None of Alexander’s sons inherited their father’s 

kingdom.  Hercules  and  Alexander  were  both  slain.   Alexander’s  Generals,  divided  

the  Grecian Empire into four parts.  They were Lysimachus, Ptolemy, Seleucus, and 

Cassander.  The Seleucid dynasty, exerted the greatest influence upon Palestine, for 

from this family originated Antiochus Epiphany IV, who was the worst persecutor of the 

Jews, until the final Antichrist.  According to history, there were 13 kings of the Selucid 

dynasty, having the same name of Antiochus. 

 

RULERS ENVISIONED IN CHAPTER 11 

                             Cyrus 

         Cambyses Ahasuerus 

                    Pseudo Smerdis 
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          Darius Hystapes 

          Xerxes (Richer than all) 

          Alexander the Great, died in 323 B.C. 

 

Egypt  323 B.C.     

Syria & Babylon 312 B.C. 

Ptolemy I  (Soter) died 283 B.C.                                    Seleucus (Nicator) killed 280 

B.C. 

Ptolemy II (Philadelphus) Gave daughter, Bernice in marriage to Antiochus (Theos) 

 Antiochus I (Soter) 280-261 B.C. 

Antiochus II (Theos) (261-247 B.C. 

Ptolemy III (Euergetes Benefactor)  246-221 B.C. Invaded Asia Minor killed Laodice, 

mother of Seleucus II   

Seleucus II (Triumphant) 247-226 B.C. 

Seleucus III (Soter) 226-223 B.C.                                                                                   

Ptolemy IV (Philopator) 221-203 B.C. defeated Antiochus III (Great)   

Ptolemy V (Epiphanes) King at age five.       

Ptolemy VI (Philometer)   

Ptolemy XIII                     

Cleopatra 

 Antiochus III (Great) 223-187 B.C.  Gave his daughter, Cleopatra in marriage, to 

Ptolemy V                                                                                      

Seleucus IV (Philopator) 
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Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) 175-163 B.C. 

 

The king of the south in verse 5, was Egypt under Ptolemy I (Soter).  He waged war 

over Palestine for 21 years, with Syria.  Ptolemy I (Soter), died in 283 B.C.  His son, 

Ptolemy II (Philadelphus) took over Egypt.  He divorced his wife and married his sister.  

When his sister died, he defied her and named her Philadelphia, thus his name became 

called Philadelphus. 

 An alliance for peace was made between Ptolemy II and Antiochus II (Theos), 

Ptolemy II, gave his daughter, Bernice in marriage, to Antiochus II.  Antiochus II, 

divorced his wife, Laodice.  Laodice schemed against this marriage and had Bernice, 

her child, and husband killed.  Laodice promoted her son, Selucus II, King of Syria.  So, 

the peace between north and south failed.   

 Verse 7, “branch of her roots,” refers to Bernice’s brother, Ptolemy III 

(Euergetes), who in retaliation of her murder, invaded Syria, chased the new King 

Seleucus II, into the hills and killed Laodice.  Ptolemy III, returned to Egypt with 40,000 

talents of silver.  The Egyptians called him, “Benefactor.”  Years later, the King of Syria, 

came to attack Egypt, but failed and returned to his own land.  Palestine and the Jews 

were caught in the middle of all this fighting. 

 Verse 10, “His sons,” refers to the sons of the north (Syria), who were Seleucus 

III and Antiochus III (the great).  Antiochus III, assembled a great force and passed 

through Palestine on his way to fight with Egypt.  The angry king, who came against him 

was, Ptolemy IV.  (Philapator), verse 11.  Ptolemy IV, defeated Antiochus III, at Raphia.  

He felt very proud and captured multitudes.  After returning to Syria, Antiochus III, built 

up another army and attacked Egypt 14 years later, verse 13. 

 Verse 14 to 19 - “in those days,” refers back to verse 13, when the king of the 

north will come again with a great army.  In 14 years, Antiochus returned, when there 

was an insurrection against the king of Egypt, who was the 5 year old, Ptolemy V.  

When this insurrection took place, Jewish men of violence in Palestine, also revolted 
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against Ptolemy V of Egypt.  The king of the north captured Sidon; hereupon, the 

Egyptian General, Scopas, surrendered.  Antiochus III, ruled over Palestine (the 

glorious land) and Palestine suffered at his hand.  Antiochus purposed to invade Egypt, 

but proposed a marriage to secure peace (verse 17).  He gave his daughter, Cleopatra, 

in marriage to the young Ptolemy V, who stood on the side of her new husband, against 

her father.  

 Verse 18, Antiochus had 300 ships and he took most of the isles of the 

Mediterranean.  He was defeated by the Roman General, Lucius Asiaticus at Magnesia, 

in 190 B.C.  After this defeat, Antiochus III, headed for  home  in  Syria.   He was killed 

on his way home.  

 Verse 20, Seleucus IV (Philopater), succeeded his father, Antiochus.  He sent his 

minister, Heliodorus to Jerusalem, to seize the money in the Temple of Jerusalem, to 

help pay Roman taxes and tribute.  Seleucus IV, was later killed by his minister, 

Heliodorus, who hoped to reign in his stead.   

 Verse 21, Antiochus IV (Epiphanes), was in Athens and on his way home, when 

his father died.  He came in peacefully, to his own country, as Heliodorus was King.  

Antiochus IV, flattered Eumenes, King of Pergamus and Attalus, his brother, and 

obtained their help.  He became the ruler, by crafty supplanting the rightful heir, 

Demetrius. 

 

 Verse 22, The Egyptian army was swept away before Antiochus IV.  He also 

swept away the prince of the covenant (Ptolemy VI), the son of Cleopatra.  Ptolemy VI, 

was the prince of the covenant. 

 Verse 23-24, In the beginning of his career, Antiochus IV, feigned friendship and 

acted in an advisory capacity to Ptolemy VI, his nephew.  He occupied Memphis and 

other parts of Egypt with “small people,” forces to throw off suspicion.  Unexpectedly, 

under guise of friendship, he seized Ptolemy VI.  All the Seleucids had coveted Egypt, 

but only he, accomplished what none of his forefathers could, i.e., the conquest of 
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Egypt.  After entering into the richest parts of Egypt, he distributed the acquired plunder 

among his followers, who consisted of Egyptian traitors, his own top leaders, and 

soldiers.  While in Egypt, he also laid plans for future destruction of strongholds, which 

at this time had resisted his occupation, one of these was Alexandria.   

 Verse 25-26, Already in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes (169 B.C.), power and 

courage were stirred up by means of war hysteria and mob psychology.  The Egyptians 

mustered a large army with which to oust the invader, but it failed because of 

subversion.  Even those who ate from the Egyptian kings table, plotted against him.  

They too, were looking for some of that plunder, which Antiochus had been scattering 

among his friends.  Of the patriotic Egyptian, in the front line, it was said, “Many shall fall 

down slain.” 

 

 Verse 27-28, As is the custom through history, after every war, a peace 

conference is held.  Here too, a peace conference was held, and both kings sat down at 

the same table speaking lies. 

 A false rumor that Antiochus IV was dead, created an abortive uprising in 

Jerusalem; whereupon, Anticohus IV, hurried homeward through Judea.  He stormed 

Jerusalem, killing about 80,000 Jews and taking captives.  His hatred of God and God’s 

covenant people were exposed.  He took away the gold and silver vessels from the 

Temple and sacrificed swine on the altar.  The Holy Covenant referred to, in verse 28, is 

the one which God had made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; namely, that the land of 

Palestine belonged to Israel, forever.  The heart of the prophetic-type Antichrist, was set 

against Israel’s possession of that land and the heart of the real Antichrist, will also be 

set against this same possession, which God gave to Israel. 

 Verse 29-32, Antiochus IV, came a second time to invade Egypt, but this time, he 

was met with stiffer Egyptian resistance and with him, new outside opposition.  The 

Romans had sent ships from Kittim (Chittim or Cyprus), in support of Egypt.  Popilius 

Loenas, the Roman Ambassador, met Antiochus, four miles from Alexandria and 

presented him the decree of the Senate.  On Antiochus, replying that he would consider 
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what he was to do, Popilius, drew a line round him with a rod and said, “I must have a 

reply to give to the Senate before you leave this circle.”  Antiochus submitted, and 

retired from Egypt. 

 After this humiliating experience, Antiochus IV, turned back and again vented his 

anger and wrath upon the nation of Israel.  Antiochus sent Apollonius to Jerusalem, who 

pillaged the city and slew the worshippers at the Temple.  Jewish worship was 

discontinued and Greek religion was set up and the Temple was dedicated to Zeus.  At 

this time, many forsook the covenant of God and adopted the Greek religions. 

 The experience and tribulation of the Jews under Antiochus IV, are prophetic 

types of the Tribulation Period and of the end-time Antichrist, which is yet to come.  But 

the people that do know their God, shall be strong and do exploits. 

 Verse 33-35, During the Tribulation of the Jews under Antiochus IV, the Jews 

had the Old Testament.  Those among the Jewish people, who were wise, had made an 

effort to   study   what   God   had    written   about them in the prophets, including the 

prophet, Daniel.  Here, in Daniel, they traced the world events of their day; “And they 

that understand among the people, shall instruct many means that those who knew their 

Scripture influenced others to remain loyal to God.  Some chose to be loyal to God, 

though it meant death.  Not all who chose to remain loyal to God, were killed.  “They 

shall be helped with a little help,” is prophetic of the Maccabean revolt, which restored 

the Jewish Temple worship in 165 B.C. 

 

 

JUDEA REBELS 

 A pious, old priest, named Mattathias, began the rebellion, by running his sword 

through one of the Syrian officers.  Fleeing into the wilderness with five sons, he there, 

gathered around him, a band of desperate zealots.  Then up and down the countryside, 

he went with them, tipping over the hated altars set up by the foreigners, and putting to 



 

53 

 

Page | 53 

death, the renegade Jews, who had sacrificed on them.  It was magnificent, but it 

seemed insane.  The tattered rebels were untrained, unequipped, unsupported-a tiny 

band of priests and peons fighting with little more than their bare fists.  The great hosts 

of Syria; armed, disciplined, and led by the greatest generals of the day, outnumbered 

them, ten to one.  It seemed sheer suicide. 

 But it was not.  Old Mattathias died soon after the beginning of the rebellion, but 

he was succeeded by one of his sons, Judas, who proved altogether, a genius in 

warfare.  His first victory over the Syrians, was won in the hills; through which, ran the 

road from Samaria to Jerusalem.  Judas surprised the Syrians there and drove them 

helter-skelter, down into the valley.  Then, arming himself and his men with the 

weapons of the slain, Judas prepared for the next encounter.  It occurred in the steep 

pass leading through the Beth-Horons to Jerusalem.  Another general had been sent 

with a new army from Syria, and Judas, with the courage of desperation, did not wait to 

be attacked.  Learning that the enemy was marching toward Jerusalem, Judas stationed 

his men where the road was the steepest and narrowest, and then proceeded to 

decimate the Syrians.  It was impossible for the Syrian army to maintain a regular 

formation.  It was almost inevitable; therefore,  that Judas should emerge the victor. 

 Four great armies in all were sent by the Syrians against Judas, one already 

accompanied by dealers to buy the defeated Jews as slaves, and all four he utterly 

routed.  Judas Maccabeus, Judas the “Hammerer,” he was called by his elated 

followers.  Stationing his little army in narrow passes, or rushing them by night marches 

to make sudden attacks at dawn, he harried and hacked and hammered the Syrians 

until at last they fled from before him. 

 There came a lull in the fighting on December 25, 165 B.C., the Jews amid great 

rejoicings, cleansed the Temple of its swinish filth and re-dedicated it to God.  By 162 

B.C., Lysias unexpectedly guaranteed the Jews their religious freedom. 

 Verse 36-39, Whereas, these verses still prophesy about the king of the north, 

yet a change in his description, has taken place.  Antiochus IV, was interested in 
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promoting his Grecian gods, but the king spoken of now, magnifies himself above every 

god. 

 From here to the end of this chapter 11, much of the prophecy does not fit 

Aniochus IV.  As with other prototypes; so here, too, there is a final divergence, when 

the similarity ends.  In order to alert the faithful, Jesus illuminated verse 31, and taught 

that this portion of Daniel was not fulfilled at His time (Matt. 24:15). 

     It can be concluded that most of the remaining prophecy in this chapter applies to 

the Antichrist of the latter days.  St. Paul helps bring about this transition of thought from 

Antiochus, the prophetic type, to the real Antichrist in, II Thess. 2:3-4. 

 We now see that God, in Scripture, has shown Daniel that the end-time Antichrist 

will arise from the four divisions of the Grecian Empire to one of these divisions, the 

Syrian, and complete the visions of Daniel concerning the last days and the reign of the 

Messiah. 

 Verse 40-43, This portion of prophecy has not yet been completely fulfilled; 

therefore, “at the time of the end,” must refer to the end which is still in the future.  The 

king of the south (Egypt), will make a provocative attack on the king of the north 

(Antichrist).  At this time, Israel will be feeling quite secure, because she will have made 

an agreement of peace with the Antichrist, the king of the north, who will have promised 

her protection. 

 In his whirlwind attack on Egypt, the Antichrist will overflow and pass through 

Palestine, “the glorious land.”  His victory over Egypt will include:  Libya and Ethiopia.  

The countries he will not conquer are:  Edom, Moab, and Ammon. 

 Verse 43, seems to indicate that the Antichrist will have power over the economy 

and banking systems of many countries. 

 Verse 44-45, The Antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel after three and one 

half years and seeks to destroy Israel, but God stirs up Russia and the nations of the 
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east, (China, Japan, India, etc.), to keep him occupied.  After he conquers these 

nations, he then seeks to bring them against Israel at Armageddon (Ezek. 38, 39). 

     Verse 45, indicates that the Antichrist will put his headquarters in Jerusalem (near 

the Mt. of Olives).  He will come to his end, when Christ comes with the Saints at 

Armageddon (Rev. 19:19). 

“THAT TIME” OF THE 1,335 DAYS 

 Chapter 12 is a continuation of chapter 11.  At the time of the end, or when Christ 

comes to earth, the mighty angel, Michael, will stand up in defense of the nation of 

Israel.  The Antichrist will try to destroy God’s people with the nation of the world, but 

Michael and Christ will intervene for Israel’s sake. 

 Verse 2, This tells us that there will be a resurrection of the righteous Jews, when 

Christ comes to earth.  This group will be the final ones that make up the different 

companies of the “first resurrection.” 

 The Apostle Paul said, “every man in his own order.” (in the resurrection). 

 Companies of the first resurrection: 

1.   Christ and O.T. Saints    (Matt. 27:52-53 ) 

2.   Gentile Church      (I Thess. 4:13-17 ) 

3.   Laodicean Church       (Rev. 7:9) 

4.  The two witnesses      (Rev. 11:11-12 ) 

5.  The Manchild       (144,000 first fruits of 

                                                 Israel (Rev.  12:5). 

                                                                                                                            

6.  The Jews who died       (Rev. 14:15; Daniel 12:2) 
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           The living nations will be judged at this time period also to see who qualify to 

enter the Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ.  This is recorded in Matthew 25:31-46.  

Those who are not righteous will be cast into the Lake of Fire.  The wicked dead will be 

judged after the Millennial at the White Throne Judgment. 

 The ones who will be resurrected to shame and everlasting contempt, will be 

resurrected, after the 1,000 year reign of Christ.  This will be the second re-surrection, 

which stand at the Great White Throne Judgment. 

 Verse 3, Three times, in the Book of Daniel, the angels exhort the Israelites to be 

wise:  in this verse; in chapter 11:33; and in chapter 12:10.  Prayerfully reading and 

studying, the Scripture will tend toward wisdom, while ignorance of the Word of God, will 

tend toward foolishness.   

 Today, in Palestine, the Jews are using the Old Testament in the study of their 

national history.  The “wise,” mentioned here in Daniel, can be defined as that Jewish 

remnant during “The Tribulation” period, who fear the Lord, and who accept the 

testimony of God’s witnesses, and who look for the return of Jesus Christ.  Those, who 

during their sojourn on earth, have been instrumental in bringing others to acknowledge 

the Messiah, will receive exquisite rewards. 

 Verse 4, The meaning of  “shut up the words and seal the book,” is that the book 

should be kept in a safe place and sealed in an earthen jar for those wise, who will need 

its knowledge and encouragement, during the trying periods and in that last terrible 

Tribulation of the 70th week. 

 Daniel must place in security, the prophecies he has received, until the time of 

the end, so that through all times, many men may be able to read them and gain 

understanding from them.  

 Many today, are running to and fro, and knowledge has been increased in our 

day.  To the real child of God, the Book of Daniel, needs to be read and understood in 

our trying times. 
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 Verse 5-10, Daniel could not understand the prophecy that the angel had given 

him.  The prophecy was to be preserved in security against any defacement of its 

contents, so that it might be capable of being read at all times, down to the time of the 

end, and might be used by God’s people for the strengthening of their faith. 

 Daniel wanted to know how long it would be until the end of these wonders?  

(verse 6).  The time, time and a half equal 3½ years until the people of Israel shall  be 

delivered. 

 Verse 10, Many Christians today, are reading and understanding the prophecies 

of Daniel, as they apply, to Israel and our times.  But the wicked, scoff at the prophecies 

of Daniel.  They think this world and its worldly governments are going to stand forever. 

 

 Verse 11,12, From the time of the abomination that the Antichrist sets up in 

Jerusalem, during the middle of the Tribulation, until the time given by the angel is; 

1,290 days.  Thirty of these days extend beyond the destruction of the Antichrist, and 

are used for “mopping-up operations,” in the Millennial (See Ezek. 39:9; 39:12).  The 

cleansing of the city of Jerusalem and the setting up of the Millennial Temple will be 

done in this extra 30 days after the battle of Armageddon. 

 Verse 12, The 1,335 days, extend beyond the Tribulation, 75 days.  The extra 45 

days will be needed to judge the nations and living people to see who will qualify to 

enter the Millennial Reign of Christ.    By this time, Satan will have been bound and 

hurled into the abyss, and the Millennial Period will have begun.  There is given an extra 

45 days into the Millennial to establish justice and glory for the righteous people. 

 

 Verse 13, At this time, Daniel was over 90 years old.  This dear old man of God, 

was now being retired from his prophetic duties.  Daniel died and was buried, according 

to tradition at Shushan. 
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AN EXCEEDING GREAT ARMY 

Ezekiel 37 

 It was May 12, 1948, when the clock of Israel started to march forward and to tick 

off the time, that would bring a nation that had lost favor with God, because of their 

rejection and disobedience, back to an exalting greatness and alacrity.  A nation, that 

once was scattered to the four winds, now began its climb back to power and into favor 

with God.  Back to a land that God promised to Abraham in Genesis 15:18. 

 In Chapter 37, we find that the vision that Ezekiel saw, was a valley full of dry 

bones.  There was no spirit found in these bones and there were many of them in the 

valley.  They had no sinew or flesh, no breath of life, and they were dry.  This was the 

state of Israel.  They had left their first love.  Worship of idols and sacrificing to them, 

they were left dead in their sins and trespasses.  They were a divided people that could 

not work out their differences. 

 We find in chapter 37, that the time clock of Israel, starts again.  The Lord said, 

“Can these bones live again?”  and Ezekiel answered, “Yes, they can.”  In Hosea 6:2, 

“After two days will he revive us; in the third day, he will raise us up and we shall live in 

his sight.”  There is the promise.  The Jews have been blinded for almost two thousand 

years, but now their eyes will be opened. 
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 The Jews were scattered to all parts of the world, but God will bring them 

together as a nation that will not be subdued, but one that will come out victorious in the 

end.  In verse 10, we read that they will live and stand on their feet, an exceeding great 

army.  These bones, which represent Israel, are the whole 12 tribes of Israel. 

 God will restore Israel to its rightful place.  A people that once was a great nation 

and one who was neutralized by the overflow of other nations, and who could no longer 

be an autonomist people to act and have the workings of an independent nation.  Ezek. 

37:12, “Therefore; prophecy and say unto them,” “Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, O 

my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and 

bring you into the land of Israel.”  It is at this time, you “shall know that I am the Lord..I, 

the Lord have  spoken  it,  and  performed   it,   saith   the   Lord.”  This  is a promise of 

God to Israel. 

 The last time that Israel was a solid nation was during the reign of Solomon.  It 

was after his death, that the nation of Israel divided.  The division of this nation, became 

Israel in the North and Judah in the South. 

 In 721 B.C., the Assyrians captured Israel (10 tribes), and in 588 B.C., 

Nebuchadnezzar, captured Judah and destroyed the Temple.  In verses 16 and 17, God 

said that He would bring them together, as one stick.  They shall become one in thine 

hand.  NOTE:  JERUSALEM IS THE NAVAL OF THE WORLD.  There will be no more 

division.  Israel became a nation in May, 1948. 

 “And thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from 

among the heathen,” Ezekiel 37:21.  This speaks of Russia.  This has already taken 

place and the consummation sure.  We can see it with our own eyes. 

 Israel will never again have to leave their homeland.  “Moreover, I will make a 

covenant with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them:  and I will place them, 

and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.”  The 

Temple will be re-built.  This Temple will be on its original site. 
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THE DOWNFALL OF RUSSIA 

Ezekiel 38 

 There are four nations named in verse 2:  Gog, Magog, Meshech, and Tubal.  

These nations are located in the northern part.  Russia, being Magog, controls all of the 

northern sectors.  We also know that all directions in the Bible point toward Jerusalem.  

Note:  These names of Gog, Magog, Meshech, and Tubal, were names given during 

Ezekiel’s time.  Today, other names have taken their place. 

 Palestine is a land that is wanted for its riches.  The Dead Sea, which is rich in 

minerals, and the fact that this nation is the natural bridge between Africa and Asia, are 

few of the reasons, Russia would like to gain control of this area.  

 Russia has enlarged its territory by engulfing nations that are around it.  There 

will be a thought placed in their minds to go against the nation of Israel.  In verse 11 of 

Ezekiel 38, we read, “And thou shall say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I 

will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and 

having neither bars nor gates.” 

 “That dwell safely,” refers to the covenant that the Antichrist makes with Israel, to 

start the Great Tribulation period of 7 years. 

 Ezekiel 38:5 mentions Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya.  These countries are all 

among the oil-producing nations of our world.  Persia is modern day Iraq and Iran. 

 “And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, thou, and many 

people with thee, all riding upon horses, a great company, and a mighty army.”  (Ezek. 

38:15, Russia has 7/8th’s of the world’s horses in possession today. 

 When Russia comes down from the north to invade God’s people, then will God 

fight the battle for them.  Israel will not have to lift a hand.  It is at this time, that the fury 

of God comes up in His face.  God will be tired of the ungodly nations taking advantage 

of His people.  There will be a great shaking in the land of Israel. 
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 The sword of the Lord shall cut asunder “with pestilence, and with blood; and I 

will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an 

overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire and brimstone.”  Judgment will fall upon 

Russia.  When God deals punishment to this nation, there will be only 1/6th remaining.  

Five-sixths of the nation, will fall upon the mountains of Israel.  God will smite the bow 

and the arrows out of their hands and Russia will fall (Ezek. 39:4). 

 Right now, Israel is threatened by nations all around her.  There could be war 

there anytime.  Israel is a powder keg, a time bomb, that could be set off at any time. 

 Russia will come down from the north.  They will proceed from the mountains of 

Israel, and be intent upon overthrowing the natural bridge of the world.  This takes place 

at the end of the 3½ years of the Great Tribulation. 

“And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and 

they shall know that I am the Lord.”  A nuclear war might be a possibility here.   

“They will go forth, Israel, and burn the weapons, both the shields and the bucklers, the 

bows and the arrows, and the hand staves, and the spears, and they shall burn them 

with fire, seven years.”  Ezek. 39:9.  They will be burying the dead for seven months.  

Then will the land be cleansed.  There will be continual employment for those who will 

bury the dead.  Ezekiel 39:15, “And the passengers that pass through the land, when 

any seeth a man’s bone, then shall he set up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it in 

the valley of Hamongog.” 

 During the first 7 months into the Millennial, Israel will be burying the dead of 

Russia.  During the first 7 years into the Millennial, Israel will be burning the implements 

of war. 

 As God fought for Israel in the days of old, so shall He fight for them in this latter 

time. 
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 NOTE:  THE BATTLE OF GOG AND MAGOG IS NOT THE BATTLE OF 

ARMAGEDDON.  THE BATTLE OF GOG AND MAGOG TAKES PLACE AFTER THE 

MILLENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST. 

 

 Magog, or the land of Gog, a son of Japheth (Gen. 10:2).  The names of King 

Gog, “prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal” (Ezek. 38:2), resemble the modern Russia, 

Moscow, and Tobolsk.  “The nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and 

Magog” (Rev. 20:8), means all the ungodly nations of the earth who oppose the people 

of God. 

 Meshech, a son of Japheth, in the “Table of the Nations” (Gen. 10:2), associated 

with Magog and Tubal and thought by many, to have been progenitors, of Russians and 

other Slavic peoples. 

 The people descended from the preceding.  They are noted as traffickers with 

Tyre in slaves, as well as, vessels of brass (Ezek. 27:13), and in Ezek. 38:39.  They are 

prophesied as joining upon the mountains of Israel.  The leader of this northern group is 

called, “Gog.”  A grandson of Shem, written “Mash,” in Genesis 10:23, but “Meshech,” in 

I Chron. 1:17. 

ROSH 

 Russia is mentioned in the original Hebrew Old Testament as “Rosh.”  The Old 

Testament was written in Hebrew and the New Testament in Greek.  When they 

translated from the Hebrew into English, instead of using Rosh, which is still in the 

Hebrew Bible, they used “chief” or “chief prince.”  Chief or chief prince, is the meaning 

of Rosh.  Rosh, is the word for Russia today, in many vocabularies around the world.  

Often you will observe in newspaper headlines, Russia as Russ.  Rosh, was the tribe 

dwelling in the area of the Volga. 
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MAGOG 

 Let us go back to Genesis, chapter 10:1.  Now these are the generations of the 

sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Jepheth, and unto them were sons born after the flood. 

 

V. 2   The sons of Jepheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and  

Meshech, and Tiras. 

   V. 3 And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz and Riphath, and To-garmah. 

   V. 4     And the sons of Javan; Elishah and Tarshish, Kittim, and Do’da-nim. 

 After the flood, the first son to move was, “Magog,” who left Asia Minor, and with 

the tribe, journeyed to the southern part of the land that we now call, Russia, and settled 

in the Caucasus Mountains.  One of the best historical books in existence is, Josephus, 

book 1, chapter 6.  This historian lived almost 2,000 years ago, and said that the 

Scythians, the very people who were given credit for settling in Russia, were called 

Magog or Magogites, by the Greeks. 

GOG 

 If you should ask someone in Russia what does Gog mean, he will tell you that 

the term relates to the tops of tips of the Caucasus Mountains, that run throughout 

Russia.  In the Oriental tongue it means, Gog’s last stand or the Fort of Gog. 

 

MESHECH 

 After the flood, the next son Meshech, settled in Asia Minor and became 

unhappy with the area.  With his tribe, he moved to the western part of the land that now 

is called, Russia or what is presently called, Moscow.  Meshech became Mushech, then 

Mosoch, then Moscovy, and now Moscow.  In other words, Meshech is now the western 

capital of Russia, called Moscow. 
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TUBAL 

 After Meshech, the next son to move, was Tubal.  Tubal and his tribe moved to 

the eastern part of the land that is called Russia, and did settle in the area of Siberia.  

On a map of Russia, you will see the name, Tobolsk.  Tubal now is the eastern capital.  

In the Siberian area, Russia added the suffix, “sk” to many of the names. 

TARSHISH 

 In the Bible, Tarshish is found 20 times.  We read, “merchants of Tarshish.”  

They were the land known for their tin, who traded with the ancient Phoenicians, by 

ship.  That was, and is, Great Britain.  Tarshish means, “land of tin, Tarshish the “lion.”  

The symbol of the English flag is the lion, just the same as the United States, is the 

eagle.   

Immediately, I think of the United States, Canada, New Zealand, Australia, and the 

Republic of South Africa. 
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