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MINOR PROPHETS 
 

 The last twelve Books of the Old Testament are called the Minor Prophets.  

This title was given to these Books in the time of Augustine’s era (late fourth 

century A.D.).   

 

 These Books are not minor in content or meaning, but minor from the 

sense of being much shorter than the Major Prophets writings which were much 

longer. 

 

 The Hebrew Bible makes these twelve Books as only one Book.  The 

Jews call these Books “The Twelve.”  The combined Books are not any longer 

than the prophecies  

of Isaiah. 

 

 The Twelve Books are and have always been well accepted as the 

divinely inspired Word of God.  The following list of the Minor Prophets are as 

found in the King James Version of the Bible: 

 

 1.   Hosea       7.   Nahum 

 2.   Joel       8.   Habakkuk 

 3.   Amos       9.   Zephaniah 

 4.   Obadiah                10.   Haggai 

 5.   Jonah                11.   Zechariah 

 6.   Micah                12.   Malachi  

 

 It would be well for you to memorize these twelve Books in order.  We 

have no idea why these names are in the order that they are now.  They 

definitely are not in chronological order. 

 

 There are three different groups of the Minor Prophets: 
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 1.  Prophets of Israel 

 2.  Prophets of Judah 

 3.  Post-exilic Prophets (after exile) 

 

Prophets of Israel include: 

 1.  Jonah  --  784 B.C.  -  772 B.C.   (12 years) 

 2.  Amos  --  765 B.C.  -  755 B.C.   (10 years) 

 3.  Hosea --  755 B.C.  -  713 B.C.    (42 years) 

 

Prophets of Judah: 

 1.  Obadiah 

 2.  Joel 

 3.  Micah 

 4.  Nahum 

 5.  Habakkuk 

 6.  Zephaniah 

 

Post-exilic Prophets: 

 1.  Haggai 

 2.  Zechariah 

 3.  Malachi 

 

 

DIVISIONS OF THE MINOR PROPHETS 
 

Prophets of Israel       Jonah 

         Amos 

         Hosea 
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Prophets of Judah       Obadiah 

         Joel 

         Micah 

         Nahum 

         Habakkuk 

         Zephaniah 

 

Post-exilic Prophets      Haggai 

         Zechariah 

         Malachi 

 

 

MINISTRY OF THE PROPHETS 

 

Jonah         784  -   772  (12 years) 

Amos                   765  -   755  (10 years  

Hosea                                     755  -   713  (42 years) 

 

 

REIGN OF THE KINGS OF ISRAEL UNDER THE THREE PROPHETS OF 

ISRAEL 

 

           Jehoah       798 - 782 

           Jereboam II       793 - 753 

           Zechariah       753 - 752 

           Shallum       752 

           Menahem       752 - 742 

           Pekahiah       742 - 740 

           Pekah        752 - 732 

           Hosea        732 – 721 
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ORDER AND TIME IN WHICH THE TWELVE MINOR PROPHETS 
FLOURISHED 

 

 

Prophet         Time B. C.   King   

 

Jonah  (Northern tribes)        823 - 783      Jeroboam II  King of 

Israel 

                                                                                                                                       

Amos  (Northern tribes)                   823 - 785      Jeroboam II  King 

or Israel 

Uzziah King of Judah  

         

Hosea  (Northern tribes)      809 - 698     Jeroboam II  King of 

Israel Uzziah, Jothan, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,  Kings of Judah 

         

Micah  (Southern tribes)     757 - 698     Jothan, Ahaz, and 

Hezekiah  Kings of Judah 

Nahum        720 - 698     Hezekiah,  King of Judah 

 

Joel  (Southern tribes)     697 - 660    Manasseh, King of Israel 

 

Zephaniah       640 - 609      Josiah 

 

Habakkuk      606 - 598     Jehoiakim 

 

Obadiah         after  587    after the taking of 

Jerusalem  by Nebuchadnezzar 

         

Haggai         about 520     after return from Babylon 

 

Zechariah         520 - 518  Contemporary with Haggai 
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Malachi         about 436 

 

 

 

The ministry of the Minor Prophets cover about 400 years 

. 

Prior to the Babylonian invasion in 606 B.C., Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah 

challenged the people. 

 

During the 70 year exile, Obadiah penned his prophecy against Edom. 

 

Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi wrote after Judah’s return from exile. 

 

Josephus says that the prophets ceased after Malachi. 

 

 

PROPHETS OF ISRAEL:    JONAH, HOSEA, & AMOS 
 

JONAH 
 

 His name means “Dove,” and he is called the prophet of a broken ministry. 

 

   He was the son of Amittai, and raised in Gath-hepher near Nazareth in 

Galilee.  (Zebulon territory). 

 

 His characteristics and traits, as revealed in this Book are not altogether 

commendable. 
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 The main purpose of the Book of Jonah is to show God’s gracious 

dealings with the heathen Gentile city of Nineveh. 

 

 Many scholars believe that Jonah may have been one of Elisha’s 

disciples. 

 

 Jonah, Amos, and Hosea are the three Minor Prophets who ministered to 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 

 

 The prophets are only called minor because of the length of their writings 

not the importance of those writings. 

 

 Jereboam II, Israel’s most powerful king reigned during most of Jonah’s 

public ministry.  His reign was an evil reign (2 Kings 14:23-29).  (782 B.C. - 753 

B.C.). 

 

 Israel fell to Assyria only about 50 years after the close of Jonah’s 

ministry, 721 B.C. 

 

 The Book of Jonah was written toward the end of Jonah’s career, 770 B.C. 

  

 Jonah’s main writings concerns Jonah and the whale, which pre-figured 

Christ’s burial and resurrection, (Matthew 12:39-41). 

  

 The main purposes of the Book are: 

 1.  Our responsibility to deliver the message of Salvation to all people. 

 2.  Understand that God honors repentance for sin, no matter the person. 

 3.  To show us we were in the divine plan before Christ walked the earth. 

 

 The geography of Jonah shows three geographical locations: 
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 1.  Jonah’s homeland (Israel). 

 2.  Tarshish (probably Tartessus in Southern Spain). 

 3.  Nineveh in Assyria (500 miles Northeast of the Sea of Galilee). 

 

 Jonah has four power packed chapters. 

 

Some Types in Jonah 

 

1.   Jonah disobedient    1.  Christ perfectly obedient 

2.   Jonah in a storm at sea   2.  Christ in a storm at sea 

3.   Jonah sacrificed himself   3.  Christ sacrificed Himself 

4.   Jonah crying in a whale’s belly  4.  Christ (My God, My God,  

                                                                                Why has Thou forsaken me?) 

5.   Jonah called to preach (Gentiles)               5.  Christ preached to Gentiles 

 

 Nineveh was a city of nearly 600,000 people, around 60 miles in 

circumference, it took three days to walk through it.  Jonah started preaching the 

first day he got there.  Nineveh was destroyed by the Babylonians in 612 B.C.  

120,000 young persons in the city who did not know morally right from wrong 

(4:11).  Nineveh was named after the Babylonian moon goddess “Ishtar.” 

 

   Note the Miracles of the Book of Jonah: 

 

1.    The storm    

2.    Jonah’s lot drawn (guilty)   

3.    Sea calming instantly   

4.    Fish appearing at the right time   

5.    Preservation of Jonah 

6.    Ejection of the fish 

7.    Safe and sound on shore 

8.    The gourd 
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9.    The worm 

10.  East wind 

11.  Repentance of Ninevites (entire city) 

 

The ruins of Nineveh today is around ½ mile east of the Tigris River, a suburb of  

modern Mosul in Iraq. 

 

HOSEA 
 

 Chapters 1-3 deal with messenger (Hosea) and chapters 4-14 deal with 

the message. 

 

 Hosea has been called the “prophet of love.”  His Book contains the 

greatest example of love in the Bible next to God’s love in John 3:16. 

 

 Hosea was a prophet to Israel during one of the most broken times in 

Israel’s history.  Throughout the Book, Hosea likens his personal problems to the 

nation of Israel and her problems. 

 

 Key verse:  Hosea   1:4 

 

 God instructed Hosea to take him a “wife of whoredoms and children of 

whoredoms” (Hosea 1:3).  He married Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim.  They 

had three (3) children. 

 

 Names were very significant in the Old Testament.  Many times, the name 

of the child described the child perfectly.  Hosea and Gomer had two (2) sons 

and one (1) daughter: 

  

 Son          (1)  Jezreel            -        “I will avenge” 
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 Daughter (2)  Loruhamah      -        “not having obtained mercy” 

 Son          (3) Loammi            -        “no kin of mine” 

 

 After these children were born, Gomer left Hosea.  She returned to her 

old, sinful life.  Hosea was a faithful father.  He continued to prophesy to Israel. 

  

 After several years, Hosea saw Gomer on the slave “auction block.”  She 

was being sold as a slave.  Her wickedness had caught up with her.  Hosea, 

chapter 3, tells us that Hosea bought Gomer back (he redeemed her) for the 

price of a common slave.  This  

price included: 

 

 (1)  15 pieces of silver 

 (2)  and a homer of barley 

 (3)  and a ½ homer of barley 

 

 Hosea’s act of redeeming Gomer is a direct parallel to God’s love and 

mercy for the backslider.  Israel was in a backslidden state, but God’s love for 

Israel had not run out and He redeemed her. 

 

SEVEN  (7)  STEPS IN THE DOWNFALL OF ISRAEL 

 

 (1)  Lack of knowledge -  Hosea   4:6,11 

 (2)  Pride -  Hosea   5:5 

 (3)  Instability - Hosea   6:4-6 

 (4)  Worldliness - Hosea   7:8,11 

                    (a)  “silly doves” - having no direction - Hosea   7:11 

          (b)  “cake not turned” - incompleteness - Hosea  7: 8 

 (5)  Corruption - Hosea   9:9-10 

 (6)  Backsliding - Hosea   11:6-8 

 (7)  Idolatry - Hosea   13:2 
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FOURTEEN  (14)  CHAPTER HEADINGS 

 

   1.  Blood of Jezreel    

   2.  Valley of Achor                              

   3.  Restoration 

   4.  Joined to Idols 

   5.  I will hide myself 

   6.  What shall I do 

   7.  A cake not turned 

   8.  A vessel in which there is no pleasure 

   9.  Days of visitation 

 10.  The empty vine 

 11.  Band of love 

 12.  Balance of deceit 

 13.  In me is thy help 

 14.  Restoration and blessing 

 

SYMBOLISM 
 

 Blood of Jezreel                     -                     God avenges innocent blood 

 Valley of Achor                      -                     A door of hope 

 Israel referred to as “He”       -                     A point of strength 

 Balances of deceit               -                   The merchants swayed the 

scales- buyers were cheated 

 

Permanent Lessons 

 

 (1)  The folly of sacrificing national interests to personal advantage   

                   Hosea 5:10-11 
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 (2)  Penalty of condoning vice and corruption   -   Hosea  4:13-19 

 

 (3)  Rapid decline of a nation when the religious leaders become corrupt 

        Hosea  4:9 

 

 (4)  Nemesis (vengeance and judgment) of neglecting God’s law 

        Hosea  4:6,  8:1,  12 

 

 (5)  God’s desire to show mercy  -  Hosea 14 

 

 

HOSEA  NOTES 
 

 Hosea chapter 1, verses 1 to 9 predicts the judgment of the 10 tribes. 

 Verse 10 explains the final generation. 

 Were the tribes united in 1948? 

 

 God drops the “Lo--” on Hosea  2:1  “Lo” means “Not”  or  “No”  In this 

day. God will say you are My people. 

 

 In 1948, they came and turned the wilderness of Palestine into 

productivity. 

 

 The Valley of Achor.  The Jews have reclaimed the Jordan River Valley 

around Jericho, the historic Valley of Achor. 

 

 This Valley was the door into the promised land from Egypt.  Once again 

the land has been turned into a door of hope. 

 

 Hosea  2:16  “Ishi”  means  “my husband”  “Baali”  means  “my master.” 
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 The next marriage contract for Israel will be grace.  Israel is still an 

adulterous wife, God has lured her into the wilderness of Palestine to speak 

comfortably unto her and to bring the nations to the Valley of Armageddon. 

 

 Hosea  2:18  is in the Millennium. 

 God made a contract in stone (10 commandments) “Ketuba” a marriage 

contract. 

 The next contract will be a covenant of grace. 

 Hosea  3:4-5  is in the Millennium. 

 Hosea’s prophecies are coming alive today. 

 Hosea  6:1-2   2,000 years in exile.  He will restore us.  Were they 

restored as a nation in 1948? 

 The Day of the Lord refers to the Millennium. 

 The Lion mentioned in Hosea refers to England.   (1917) 

 The Leopard mentioned in Hosea refers to Germany.   (1942) 

 The Bear mentioned in Hosea refers to Russia, at Armageddon. 

 Hosea  8:1  The eagle was a symbol of the Tribe of  Dan, which will 

produce the  

           Anti-Christ.  The Anti-Christ will come under the symbol of the eagle 

(Rome). 

 

 Hosea was contemporary with Isaiah, Micah, and Amos.  He lived just 

before the Assyrian invasion of the House of Israel in 721 B.C.  His prophecies 

span even until 3,000 years. 

 

 Hosea is the root word from which we get the name of Joshua of the Old 

Testament and Jesus of the New Testament. 

 

 Hosea pronounced in Hebrew is  “Yoshua.” 

 Gomer could be a prophecy of Germany, the place of Jewish slavery. 
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 Magog is an ancient name for Russia.  Tubal is a root word for Tobolsk, 

the  

            capital of Siberia, and Meshech is the ancient name for Moscow. 

 

 Gomer provided the name of the place from which the Jews would return 

to Israel. 

 The Valley of Jezreel is called  “Armageddon.”  This is where King Ahab 

and Jezebel died.  Israel accepted the blood of Jezreel.  “Let his blood be upon 

us.”  In the land where Jesus was crucified, their blood was poured out.  (70 

A.D.) 

 

 God will again avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the Gentiles at  

Armageddon. 

 

  



15 | P a g e  

 

15 

 

AMOS 
 

“Prepare To Meet God” 

 

 The name Amos means “burden bearer.”  He must have come from a 

humble family as there is no mention of his father or relatives.  There is no other 

Book in the Bible that mentions his name. 

 

 Amos was a native of Tekoa, a village six miles south of Bethlehem, 

overlooking the Dead Sea.  He was a herdsman of sheep and a grower of 

sycamore figs  (Amos 1:1). 

 

 God called Amos while he was keeping his flock (7:15).  Amos was a 

prophet of Israel while he was an inhabitant of Judah.  The prophets generally 

preached where his ministry was needed most.  Israel, at this time, was in a most 

turbulent era, while Judah was in an apparent time of peace. 

 

 The prophets ministry lasted ten years, from 765-755 B.C.  Amos knew 

hardness from being a shepherd in the wilderness and was disciplined to the 

fullest degree. 

 

 Amos was not trained in the school of the prophets (7:14). 

 Amos wrote this Book near the end of Jereboam’s II reign around 760 

B.C. 

 The nine chapters were mostly messages and sermons to Israel. 

 

 Israel was three decades away from God’s judgment when Amos 

preached.  They were self-sufficient, prosperous, complacent, idolatrous, 

hypocritical, and near the brink of disaster.  The judgment of Assyria taking Israel 

captive would happen about 721 B.C.   
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Amos preached to a generation that had forgotten God. 

 

 Amos was a fearless preacher who ran into difficulty with the High Priest, 

Amaziah, of Bethel (7:10-17). 

 

Amos preached the following key thoughts: 

 

 1.  The people’s sin 

 2.  The coming judgment 

 3.  The holiness of God 

 4.  The mercy of God in offering deliverance 

 

 

 The key statement in Amos is “Seek me that you may live” (Amos 5:4).  

Most of the Book is about judgment. 

 

 There are four sections in the Book of Amos: 

 

 1.  Judgment against the nations                                  Chapters 1 and 2 

 2. Judgment against Israel                                             Chapters         3-6 

 3. Visions of judgments                                           7: 1    through       9:10 

 4. Messianic promise                                                    Chapters      9:11-15 

 

AMOS NOTES 
 

 Amos uses the lion, the leopard, and the bear as metaphors of events in 

the last days. 

 

 The lion is England.  They kept the Jews from their homeland until 1947. 

 The bear is Russia. 
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 “The house” is the rebuilding of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. 

 

 The serpent (Anti-Christ) will bite the hand of Israel in the “Abomination of 

            Desolation.” 

 

 The serpent was the ancient symbol of the tribe of Dan, predicted 

producer of the Anti-Christ.  Amos predicted the Assyrian invasion of the 10 

Tribes, and the Babylonian invasion of Judah. 

 

 Amos also predicts God’s condemnation of Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, 

Ammon, and Moab 

 

The Transgression of Damascus 
 

 Amos 1:3:   Israel fought Syria in 1967, 1973, 1982, and is waiting for the 

fourth as they invade Gilead.  Damascus will be totally destroyed  (Amos 1:4). 

 

The Transgression of Gaza 
 

  Gaza, the capital of the Philistines who are today the Palestinians. 

  The Edomites may become progenitors of modern day Palestinians. 

 In 1956, there was conflict over the Gaza strip.  The PLO was organized in 

1964. There were three conflicts with Israel, 1967, 1973, 1982, this made a total 

of four. 

 

The Transgression of Tyre 
 

 Amos 1:9  There have been wars over Lebanon in the past 20 years.  

 Tyre allowed the PLO to operate with its borders.  They did not honor the 

peace accord worked out with Israel after the 1982 war.  They didn’t keep the 

“brotherly covenant.”  
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  Transgression One, was when they allowed the PLO to take over 

southern Lebanon.  

 

  Transgression Two, was when Israel had to establish the “Good Fence” in 

order to protect its northern border.   

 

 Transgression Three, took place in the 1982-83 conflict.  

  Now we are waiting for Transgression number Four. 

 

 

The Transgression of Jordan 
 

Amos 1:11  The Edomites were the ancient progenitors of the modern 

Palestinians. 

 

Edom, Moab, and Ammon comprise modern Jordan.  Jordan was involved in the 

1948 war with Israel, and in the 1967 six-day war.  Jordan sided with Iraq during 

operation Desert Storm.  Transgression four is yet to come when Israel attacks 

Jordan. 

 

 Amos 3: 7  God is revealing his secrets of prophecy to His people in these 

last days concerning Israel. 

 

 

Raising the Tabernacle of David 
 

 Amos 3:11: The re-establishment of the Tabernacle in Jerusalem.   

3,000 years ago the Tabernacle of David was replaced by Solomon’s Temple. 

Ethiopian history says the Ark was housed in a tent for 800 years on the island of 

Tanakirkos on Lake Tana in northern Ethiopia.  In 330 A.D., the King of Ethiopia 
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took the Ark to the Church of St. Mary of Zion in Aksom where it remained 

recently.  Rumor has it, it is back in Israel.   

 

 Amos 9:12:  When the Jews restore Temple Worship in the last days, 

there will be a world full of Gentiles upon whom the Lord’s Name is called.   

 

 According to Acts 15, the Tabernacle of David will be raised again. 

 Amos 9:13-15 is in the Millennium. 
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PROPHETS OF JUDAH 
 

OBADIAH, JOEL, MICAH, NAHUM, HABAKKUK, ZEPHANIAH 

OBADIAH 
 

Servant of the Lord or Worshipper of the Lord 

  

 God used prophets of Judah to preach to neighboring kingdoms (hostile).  

The Edomites were the target of Obadiah.  They felt secure in their fortress in the 

mountains called Petra. 

 

 The red rock city of Petra is fifty (50) miles south of the Dead Sea.  (The 

pride of thine heart both deceived Thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the 

rock).  Verse 3. 

 

 Obadiah appears twenty (20) times in the Bible representing thirteen (13) 

different people.  The only reference to the writing prophet is in verse one of his 

own Book.  His home was in Judah and probably lived during kingly reigns of 

Jehoram, Ahaziah, Athaliah, and Joash. 

 

 His Book was likely written between 840 B.C. - 825 B.C.  In verses 11-14, 

the plundering of Jerusalem was by the Philistines and Arabians in that time 

period. 

 Judah had only 3 other invasions beside the one mentioned above: 

 

 1.  Egypt  925 B.C.  I Kings 14:25-26. 

 2.  Jehoash  King of Israel  790 B.C.  II Kings 14 and II Chronicles 12. 

 3.  Nebuchadnezzar  King of Babylon  588 B.C.  II Kings 24 and 25. 

  

 Obadiah is the shortest Book in the Old Testament.  His style is vigorous 

and colorful.  The tragic point of this Book is that Edom had reached a point of no 
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return after many years of rejection. 

 

 EDOM - POINTS OF PONDER 
 

 1.  This nation descended from Esau.  Gen. 25:19-34. 

 

 2. They settled in the regions of Mt. Seir, between the Dead Sea and Gulf 

of  Akaba.  Genesis 36. 

 

 3. They denied Israel’s request to travel through Edom on the journey from                  

Egypt.  (Numbers 20:14-21). 

 

 4. The twins, Jacob and Esau, had a bad relationship and it continued 

down through their generations.  (II Samuel 8:14, I Kings 14:1-17, and II       

Chronicles 28:17). 

 

 5.  Edom was constantly subject to foreign nations, losing its identity as a 

nation before the time of Christ and finally disappeared from history in the Roman                   

destruction around 70 A.D. 

 

 Obadiah preached about a nation living among the rocks that falls (Edom) 

and a Kingdom (Judah) that endures. 

 

 Six of the twelve Minor Prophets preached to Judah.  (Obadiah, Joel, 

Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, and Habakkuk). 

 

 

OBADIAH NOTES 
 

 Obadiah talks about Edom and that God will bring her down (verse 4). 
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 Edom was Israel’s ancient enemy. 

 

 The 21 verses contain the theme “Day of the Lord.”  This is Armageddon 

and the 1,000 years of peace. 

 

 Verse 17, fulfilled in years following 1948.  Verse 21, is yet to be fulfilled. 

This places us somewhere between verses 17 and 21 in this prophecy. 

 

 The offspring of Esau settled in Sela located in Mt. Seir.  Today it is called 

Petra. 

 We see in Jeremiah 49:16, Edom was brought down and remains a ghost 

town today.  The symbol of the eagle is used to describe the city of Petra, capital 

of the Edomite Empire.  A natural stone formation of an eagle stands high above 

the cave dwellings of Petra. 

 

The Final Judgment 
 

 Obadiah 15-17 -- This pictures Armageddon.  The land of Edom will 

become the possession of the House of Israel. 
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JOEL 
 

 Joel - Jehovah is God 

 

 Pethuel – Father 

 

 Joel is one of the most disturbing and heart searching Books in the Old  

           Testament. 

 

 This Book is second in order of the Minor Prophets. 

 

 Twelve other men in the Bible had the same name. 

 

 Joel was written during the boyhood reign of Joash  837-800 B.C. 

 

 The enemies mentioned were the Philistines and the Phoenicians. 

 

 Egypt and Edom were before exile enemies.  (3:19). 

 

 The elders and priests were mentioned rather than the king.  Joash was 

only seven (7) years old when he began to reign. 

 

 Joel lived in Judah possibly Jerusalem.  Some believed him to be a priest 

before God called him to be a prophet. 

 

 Joash was righteous until Jehoiada the high priest died.  He was his 

guardian instructor. 

 

 Joash slayed Jehoiada’s godly son. 

 

 Not much is said about Israel’s national sin because the Book was written 
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before Joash’s downfall to idolatry. 

 

 Severe locust plagues and droughts had recently devastated the land of 

Judah. 

 

 There were plenty of warnings about Israel’s downfall, if they would not 

repent. 

 

Purpose of Book of Joel 
 

 1.  To foretell the coming of Judgments on Judah for their sins. 

 2.  Exhort for Judah to return unto God. 

 3.  To impress upon us that world history will repeat itself when God’s 

judgment finally prevails. 

  

 The phrase “The Day of the Lord,” appears five times. 

 

 It is necessary for God to purge sin and unrighteousness on the earth 

before righteousness can rule. 

 

 The Church will be associated with the purge as we will come back with 

Him at Armageddon. 

 

 The Millennial will issue out of and from Armageddon. 

 

 Joel speaks about the Messiah’s Kingdom at the end of the world. 

 

 This Book has two main parts:  Joel  1:2 - 2:11 and  Joel  2:28 - 3:21. 

 

 Joel calls upon them to fast and pray. 
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 Judgment on the World and the Golden Age. 

 

 “The Day of the Lord,” is a description about Judgment and war against 

sinners, and that it is a necessary step to purge sin before righteousness can 

reign. 

 

 Joel could have known Elijah, and he was contemporary with Elisha in his 

latter years.  

 

 Joel also uses symbolic language in his prophecies. 

 

 He uses the metaphor of a plague of insects sweeping through the land 

and devouring crops to describe worldwide devastation. 

 

 Joel ministered to the southern tribes. 

 

 Armageddon is the “Mother of all Wars.” 

 

            Joel 2, describes the “Day of the Lord,” which is the second advent to the  

            Millennial. 

 

 Joel 2:3-11, describes the northern army upon Israel at Armageddon. 

 

 Christ was the seed that was planted.  The Holy Ghost at Pentecost was 

the “earlyrain.”  Israel is back as the fig tree.  The latter rain is about to fall on 

Israel. 

 

 Joel 3, speaks of Armageddon and the restoration of the Jews during the 

            Millennium. 

 

 Joel was called the “Prophet of The Day of the Lord.” 
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MICAH 
WHO IS LIKE UNTO JEHOVAH 

 

 Do you think the prophet might have been thinking of his own name when 

writing  Micah 7:18? 

 

 Micah is especially noted for his predictive messages. 

 

 Micah 5:2, predicted the exact location of Jesus’ birthplace. 

 

 No prophet exceeds Micah’s predictions concerning Israel’s future. 

 

 He was born in Moresheth-gath (1:1), S.W. of Jerusalem, probably near 

Gath or a suburb. 

 

 He was a contemporary with Isaiah and Hosea. 

 

 Contemporary Kings were Jothan, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. 

 

 Micah’s ministry was from 734 B.C. - 700 B.C. 

 

 The Northern Kingdom fell during his ministry in 721 B.C. 

 

 He primarily preached to the Southern Kingdom of Judah, but did 

prophesy  concerning Israel’s Northern Kingdom. 

 

 As Jerusalem went, so went Judah (1:5). 

 

 Micah had a clear prophetic calling (3: 8). 

 

 His messages included moral corruption and idolatry (1:7 and 6:16).  
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Formal religion, corrupt leadership, false prophets, and priests (3:5-7  and 11).  

Social decay and oppressing the poor (2:2 - 3:1-3).  Political unrest. 

 

 Micah contains twenty (20) promises plus threats of doom. 

 

 Jehovah’s command - Micah 6:8.  Do Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly. 

 

 Micah 7:2  indicates the absence of a single godly man in Judah. 

 

 Amos’ hometown was only seventeen (17) miles from his home.  Many 

verses are similar.  Compare Micah 2:6 with Amos 2:12 and 5:11. 

 

 Jeremiah 26:18, says Micah preached in Jerusalem. 

 

 The main theme of Micah is, “God will send judgment for Judah’s sin, but 

pardon is still offered.” 

 

 Six specific prophecies of Micah have become events in history: 

 1.  Fall of Samaria in 721 B.C.  (1:6-7). 

 2.  Invasion of Judah by Sennacherib in 701 B.C.  (1:9-16). 

 3.  Fall of Jerusalem in 588 B.C.  (3:12,  7:13). 

 4.  Exile in Babylon in 588 B.C.  (4:10). 

 5.  Return from Captivity in 518 B.C.  (4:1-8,  7:11,  14-17). 

 6.  Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem (5:2). 

 

 Micah is quoted elsewhere three times in the Bible: 

 1.  Elders of Judah quoting Micah 3:2 in Jeremiah 26:18. 

 2.  Magi quoting Micah 5:2 in Matthew 2:5-6. 

 3.  Jesus quoting Micah 7:6 in Matthew 10:35-36. 

 

 Micah 4:1-3 and Isaiah 2:2-4 are the same.  It is not known which prophet 
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copied the other. 

 

 Micah’s prophecies were discussed in a town meeting before the 

Babylonian captivity (Jer. 26:18-19).  The elders discussed why King Hezekiah 

let Micah get away with such doom and gloom messages. 

 

 There are three divisions of the Book of Micah. 

 

 1.  Hear all ye people (Micah 1:2  (10 tribes & 2 tribes). 

 2.  Here I pray you (Micah 3:1). 

 3.  Here ye now what the Lord sayeth (Micah 6:1). 

 

 Micah prophesied of the Assyrian invasion. 

 

 Micah predicts the destruction of Solomon’s Temple by the Babylonians in 

587 B.C., and Herod’s Temple by the Romans in 70 A.D. 

 

 The third Temple period is about to begin in our generation. 

 

 He prophesied of the future birth pangs of Israel, Micah 4:9-10, the 1948 

birth pang of Israel as a nation and eventually Armageddon (Micah 4:11) 

. 

 He predicts the birthplace of Christ, Micah 5:2. 

 

 He predicted that Christ would reject the physical Throne of Israel, the 

Kingdom, and His people, but would one day return (Micah 5:3). 

 

 He prophesied of the 2nd advent (Micah 5:4). 

 

 In chapters 6 and  7,  he  reminds  the  people  of  God’s  controversy  

with  Israel. 
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 He describes the beginning of the Tribulation Period (Micah 7:1). 

 

 He describes the disappearance of the saints in Micah 7:2.  “Good” in the 

Hebrew is “Chasid,” meaning “saints.”  “Perished” is a translation of the Hebrew 

word, “ovad” (to cause to disappear), i.e., The Rapture of the Church.  The good 

man or the saint is disappeared out of the earth.  Isaiah predicted a Pre-

Tribulation Rapture in Isaiah 57:1.  Those who are left after the Rapture, are 

wicked men (Micah 7:2). 

 

 Deliverance is promised (Micah 7:7, 7:19-20). 
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NAHUM 
 

 Nahum is the seventh Book of the twelve Minor Prophets.  Nahum 

prophesied in 650 B.C. - 620 B.C. 

 

 His name means Comfort and is a shortened form of Nehemiah. 

 

 He was an Elkoshite; the city of Elkosh, which was in S.W. Judah.  The 

tribe of Simeon settled there. 

 

 The three kings that ruled Judah during the time of Nahum were: 

  Manasseh 

  Amon  

  Josiah 

  

The first two were very wicked kings. 

 

 The prophet Jonah, preached to Nineveh 120 years before Nahum.  They 

repented under Jonah, but now a different generation had forgotten Jonah’s 

messages.  They became haughty and would not listen to God. 

 

 Nahum may have been a Temple Priest under the righteous reign of 

Josiah.  (Read II Kings 22:1 - 23:28). 

 

 Nahum refers to the fall of Thebes (Egyptian Capital) which fell in 663 B.C. 

(Nahum 3:10). 

 

 Nahum also foretold the fall of Assyria, in which was future about 612 B.C.              

(Nahum 2:8-10).  The Babylonians were their conquerors. 

 

 The Book mostly talks of Nineveh’s downfall and God’s upholding Judah.  

The   
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            Ninevites were effeminate people because of Nahum (3:13). 

 

 The sad part about Nineveh was that during Jonah’s day (Jonah 3:5), they            

believed God.  During Nahum’s day over 100 years later, the generation of             

believers had been replaced by unbelievers. 

 

 Nahum 3:7, foretells Nineveh’s final downfall. 

 

 Well-known Scriptures in Nahum are: 

 1.  Nahum 1:3 

 2.  Nahum 1:7 

 

 Nahum lived in Capernaum.  He prophesied to the two Southern Tribes, 

who were oppressed by Nineveh.  Nineveh’s judgment came about 150 years 

after the preaching of Jonah. 

 

 Nineveh is pictured as a harlot (Nahum 3:4). 

 The Day of Vengeance is Armageddon (Nahum 1:2). 

 The Anti-Christ and his Kingdom are thorns (Nahum 1:10). 

 The wicked counselor is the Anti-Christ (Nahum 1:11). 

 The Anti-Christ will be destroyed (Nahum 1:14). 

 The Anti-Christ is destroyed at Armageddon (Nahum 1:15). 

 Nahum uses a symbol of a flood for Nineveh’s downfall (Nahum 2:6). 

 

 The King of Nineveh committed suicide rather than face the Babylonian 

army. 

 

 Thebes, the ancient Capital of Upper Egypt, was destroyed by the 

Assyrians in 666 B.C.  Nahum called it “No.”  The modern name is Luxor (Nahum 

3:7-10).  The saved of all ages will clap their hands when the Anti-Christ is 

destroyed and the King of Glory sits (Nahum 3:19). 
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HABAKKUK 
The Just Shall Live by Faith 

 

 Habakkuk means embracer. 

 

 Habakkuk is the grandfather of the Reformation. 

 

 Habakkuk is the last of the Minor Prophets of Judah before the captivity. 

Approximately 621 B.C. - 609 B.C. 

 

 Embracer means one who takes another to his heart and arms. 

 

 Some think he was a Levitical chorister in the Temple.  Note Habakkuk 

3:19 (musical notations). 

 

 Habakkuk 1:6, proves Israel had already gone captive into Assyria; now 

the  Chaldeans were threatening Judah.  Thus, he was a prophet of Judah. 

 

 The date is unknown, but strongly suggests the last of Josiah, Jehoahaz, 

and Jehoiakim’s reign.  He was contemporary with Jeremiah. 

 

 Josiah’s reform was short lived and the reign of Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim 

were very wicked. 

 

 Thus, Habakkuk 1:2-4, suggests that this was a dark Day of Apostasy. 

Babylon has now emerged as the threatening world power. 

 

 1.  612 B.C.     Nineveh falls to Babylon 

 2.  606 B.C.     Battle of Carchemish (Babylon conquers Egypt) 

 3.  588 B.C.     Fall of Jerusalem 

 4.  538 B.C.     Fall of Babylon 
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 THE MESSAGE OF HABAKKUK 
  

 1.  Iniquity does not triumph. 

 2.  God does not overlook sin. 

 3.  The righteous man lives by faith. 

 4.  The Lord is God of the Universe. 

 5.  God wants His children to talk with Him. 

 

 The Book of Habakkuk is similar to Jonah in the fact that both Books open 

with a problem and close with the prophet having experienced God’s solution. 

 

 Two-thirds of the Book is a conversation between the prophet and God. 

 

 The key verse is Habakkuk 2:4.  It is quoted three times in the New 

Testament.  Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, and Hebrews 10:38. 

 

 The key words of Habakkuk are Why and Woe. Compare Galatians 2:20 

with Habakkuk 2:4. 

 

 

HABAKKUK   NOTES 
 

 Habakkuk remained in Israel with Jeremiah when the Babylonians carried 

his people into captivity. 

 

 The form of the Book is a dialogue between him and his Lord.  Habakkuk 

wrestled with the judgment befalling his nation (Habakkuk 1:1-4). 

 

 The Lord answers him (Habakkuk 1:5). 

 

 God ordained the dispersion of the Jews in order to have Gentile believers 
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(Acts 15:14, Acts 14:46). 

 

 Habakkuk 2:2-4:  God spoke to Habakkuk that the prophecy would cover 

the entire dispensation of Gentile Christianity. 

 

 The just shall live by faith, not by the law. 

 

 The Gentiles are not bound to animal sacrifices, no dietary laws.  We are 

free in Christ Jesus. 

 

 Paul took the message and “ran” with it.  Paul delivered the prophecy of 

Habakkuk (Romans 1:16-17, Galatians 3:11-12, Hebrews 10:38). 

 

 “The just shall live by faith,” was the watchword of the Reformation by 

Martin Luther. 

 

 God is preparing Israel for Tribulation, so they will cry out to Him 

(Habakkuk 1:2, Habakkuk 2:3). 

 

 Habakkuk 2:3--This is the second coming of Christ.  In reality, Habakkuk 

was saying, “But at the end, He shall speak, and not lie, though He tarry, wait for 

Him, because He will surely come, He will not tarry.” 

 

 Sometime during the Tribulation, the Jews will realize that Jesus was their 

Messiah and they will put their trust in Him. 

 

 The Battle of Armageddon will be a worldwide attempted genocide of the 

Jews.  The Jews will have no friends as the nations come to conquer her.  Christ 

will save her  

( Habakkuk 2:14 ). 
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 Habakkuk 2:19  (The judgment upon the Anti-Christ). 

 Habakkuk 2:20  (God establishes the Kingdom Age). 

 

 This begins the Millennial Reign of Christ.  Chapter three is Habakkuk’s 

prayer of worship and adoration  (Habakkuk 3:2). 

 

 Habakkuk saw into the future when the fig tree (Israel) would die 

(Habakkuk 3:17-18). 
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ZEPHANIAH 
Son of Cushi 

 

 Day of Desolation and Deliverance. 

 

 Book written about 627 B.C. 

 

 The name Zephaniah means Hidden or Protected by God. 

 

 Zephaniah was born about 648 B.C. 

 

 Zephaniah was one of the last prophets to preach before the nation of 

Judah fell to Babylon. 

 

 Josiah was the last righteous king to rule during his ministry of the 

Southern Kingdom.  He preached most likely during the first part of Josiah’s 

reign. 

 

 These people had good preachers or prophets in their day, but their sin 

was in rejecting that Light of God.  This made this one of the Dark Days in 

Israel’s history. 

 

 The Hizikiah was most likely Hezekiah.  He was the Great, Great 

Grandfather of Hezekiah the King. 

 

 1.  Zephaniah prophesied judgments for Jerusalem.  The fall of Jerusalem 

was 588 

                 B.C. 

 

 2.  Zephaniah preached or prophesied restoration that God would lead 

back His 
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                  people from captivity. 

 

 3.  Zephaniah also preached a full measure of restoration that would be 

yet to come.  The Day of the Lord will usher in the Millennial Kingdom. 

 

 Recall the “Day of the Lord,” was a prominent subject of Joel’s prophecy. 

 

 Zephaniah was probably born in wicked Manasseh’s reign and the parents 

chose to hide him from the wicked sins of Manasseh.  This is probably how he 

got his name; maybe because he was a descendant of the Royalty of Hezekiah. 

 

ZEPHANIAH  NOTES 
 

 Zephaniah was the son of Cushi, a name which means, “the Ethiopian.” 

 

 Zephaniah wrote before the Babylonian captivity and looked into the 

Tribulation Period. 

 

 Some black Jews claim their descendant from the Queen of Sheba & 

Solomon. 

 

 Some claim from Moses and his Ethiopian wife. 

 

 A Jewish community had existed in Ethiopia since Moses married Tharbis,          

daughter of the King of Ethiopia.  Josephus reported this event.   

(Antiquities II, X, 2) 

 

 The Queen of Sheba could have been a descendant of Moses & Tharbis. 

 

 The Ethiopian eunuch was a Jew; he had been to Jerusalem to worship. 
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 He was no ordinary Ethiopian.  He had to be a descendant of Moses & 

Tharbis.   

 

 Queen Candice was also a descendant of the Queen of Sheba or Tharbis. 

 

 Zephaniah predicted destruction upon Ethiopia  (Zeph. 2:12). 

 

 “The Lord has hidden,” is a reference to the Ethiopian Jews hidden away 

for the past 3,000 years (Psalms 83:3). 

 

 There will be a flight of Ethiopian Jews who will come to Jerusalem as a 

“multitude of worshippers” and who will bring an “offering” or “present.” 

 

 Could it be the Ark of the Covenant? 

 

 The recent airlift of Ethiopian Jews to Israel was predicted 2,500 years 

ago by Zephaniah (Zeph. 3:10). 

 

 Zephaniah was a grandson of a man named Gedaliah.  Gedaliah sat upon 

the throne of Judea.  He was appointed Governor during the Babylonian 

occupation of the land.  On Rosh Hashanah, at the beginning of the New Year, 

Ishmael, of the Royal House of Judah, killed Gedaliah.  For the past 2,500 years, 

the Jewish people have mourned the death of Gedaliah on the third day of Tishri 

at the Week of Penitence between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 

 

 Russia took over Ethiopia in 1974 and killed Halie Selassie, the King of 

Ethiopia, who claimed to be the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the royal off-spring of 

Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. 

 

 In chapter one, Zephaniah describes the Babylonian invasion and 

compares it to the devastation of the future Armageddon (Zeph. 1:2-3).  Verse 
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seven, is a description of the return of Christ at Armageddon  (Zeph. 1:7). 

 

 The sacrifice, is the slain upon the battlefields; and the guests, are the 

fowls of the air. 

 

 The silver and gold are useless in this day (Zeph. 1:11; 1:18). 

 

 Chapter two contains God’s judgment upon certain nations.  God asks the 

Gentiles to seek Him before Judgment.  This is a picture of the Pre-Tribulation 

Rapture (Zeph. 2:3). 

 

 Judgment against the Palestinians  (Zeph. 2:5-7). 

 Judgment against Jordan  (Moab, Ammon)  (Zeph. 2: 9) 

 Judgment against Ethiopia, who sides in with Russia (Zeph. 2:12). 

 Judgment against Assyria (Iraq)  (Zeph. 2:13). 

 Judgment against Jerusalem and a promise of deliverance (Zeph. 3:8). 

 

 The Lord promises a Pure Language (Hebrew) (Zeph. 3:9).   

 

            A dictionary has been prepared in Israel for the returning Jewish people 

to speak Hebrew. 

 God gains the Victory (Zeph. 3:1, 9-20). 

 The Jews will be a Praise to all Nations. 
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POST-EXILIC PROPHETS: 

HAGGAI   ZECHARIAH   MALACHI 

 

HAGGAI 
 

 Haggai means “festive” or “celebration.”  He was probably named this 

because he was born on a Jewish holiday.  He was born in Babylon.  He was the 

first prophet to prophesy after the Babylonian Captivity.  He began preaching in 

520 B.C. 

 

 

Dates of Old Testament Events 
 

606 - 536   B.C.   Babylonian Captivity 

538            B.C.   Fall of Babylon 

536       B.C.   First return of the Jews to Canaan under 

                                                            Zerubbabel.  

     Rebuilding of the Temple started. 

534            B.C.   Rebuilding of Temple discontinued. 

520            B.C.          Rebuilding of Temple resumed; Haggai   

     preaches 

516            B.C.   Temple finished 

478            B.C.   Esther becomes Queen 

458            B.C.   Second return of the Jews, under Ezra 

445            B.C.   Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem; rebuilds walls 

432            B.C.   End of Nehemiah’s first Governorship 

400            B.C.   Malachi; last voice of God or a prophet 

 

 Haggai is one of the shortest Books in the Bible.  It has only two chapters.  

These two chapters contain a total of thirty-eight (38) verses. 
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 Haggai was probably born in Babylon during the captivity.  His family was 

the first of the returning Jews to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel in 536 B.C.  (Ezra 

2:2). 

 

 Haggai is often referred to as the successful prophet because no prophet 

saw a faster response to his message than Haggai did.  His message was to 

complete the Temple structure.  His message was in the second year of Darius 

(520 B.C.). 

 

 Haggai’s father’s name is unknown. 

 

 

Contents of Haggai 
 

Chapter   1:1-15   The first oracle and response; a reminder to put first things  

   first. 

Chapter   2:1- 9 A message of encouragement about the destiny of the  

   Temple. 

Chapter   2:10-19 An argument from the ritual law to show the labor of the  

   people will be blessed. 

Chapter   2:20-25 A special promise to Zerubbabel relating to his personal  

   safety. 

 

These people wanted to build their houses first. 

 

Why the Jews stopped building the Temple: 

 

 1.     Samaritan harassment 

 2.     They were used to worshipping without a Temple. 

 3.      They returned and found desolation and ruins, hostility and hardship. 

            4.     Poverty from crop failures. 
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 5.      Pre-occupation with their own building programs. 

 

HAGGAI NOTES 
 

 When Babylon fell to the Persians, Jewish slaves were set free to return to 

their homeland.  Haggai gave the people a desire to re-build the Temple.   

 

 Haggai appears on the scene in the 2nd year of the reign of Darius, the 

Persian King (520 B.C.). 

 

 They had a revival under Haggai (Ezra 5:1-2). 

 

 The name Haggai means “festive.”  Haggai launched his messages at the 

beginning of the High Holy Days (Haggai 1:1), (The Feast of Trumpets). 

 

 Another message was given on the Feast of Tabernacles (Haggai 2:1). 

 

 Another message was given on the 24th day of Kislev, or December 

(Haggai 2:10). 

 

 God promised Haggai the date would become associated with the re-

building and re-dedication of the Temple (Haggai 2:18-19).  520 B.C. 

 

 It would also mark a special blessing from God. 

 

HAGGAI NOTES - CONT’D. 
 

 355 years and 1 day later, the Festival of Hanukkah was established.  It 

started in 168 B.C., on Kislev 25th, when Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the 

Temple.  After a war of three years, the Maccabeans ended the wars and 

cleansed the Temple on the 25th of the 9th month, 165 B.C. 
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 The Feast of Lights started here in the re-dedication of the Temple 

(Hanukkah). 

 

 7 Feasts were started under the law, but not Hanukkah; it was a New 

Feast for a New Dispensation (Grace).  Hanukkah represented victory over 

Antiochus Epiphanies (the Anti-Christ). 

 

 The conception of Christ took place on the eighth day festival of Hanukkah 

 (Feast of Lights).  Christ was the Light of the World.  The numerical value of the 

Name, Jesus is 888.  Hanukkah is the eighth Feast. 

 

 If Christ was conceived on December 25th, 3 B.C., He could have been 

born 280 days later on September 28th, 2 B.C., the night of Rosh Hashanah, the 

Feast of Trumpets.  The gestation period for the birth of a human is 280 days.  

Christmas may be actually the date commemorating the conception of Christ in 

Mary’s womb. 

 

The Three Prophecies of Haggai  
 

1.  Preparation for Temple Worship 

 Haggai 1:3-4.  Though this message was given to the Jews about 520 

B.C., his message is quite relevant today.  The Jews have once again returned to 

their Promised Land, and; until 1983, had failed to address the problem of re-

building their Temple.  The people were too busy with getting settled into the land 

and earning a living.  They had built their “ceiled houses” and had done little 

more than excavate around the Temple site.  In 1984; however, the Temple 

Institution began construction on some 90 tools of the Temple - garments for the 

priests, tables, vessels, for carrying blood, trumpets, harps, etc. 

The situation today is quite similar to what it was in 520 B.C., which prompted 

Haggai to cry out in verse 5. 
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2.  Israel’s Economy 

 Haggai 1:5-6.  This is a graphic description of Israel’s economy today.   

During the 1980’s, Israel’s inflation rate jumped to over 400 percent.  

 

  Their economy has been devastated because they have not rebuilt their 

Temple.  The reason Israel’s economy is suffering today, is the same reason it 

suffered in the days of Haggai.  There will be no solving of Israel’s economy until 

the House of God is erected on the Temple site (Haggai 1:7-8 - 1:9). 

 

 Since 1967, there have been six attempts to blow up the Mosque of Omar 

in order to cleanse the mountain in preparation for the raising of a Jewish 

sanctuary. 

 

 Momentum is growing in Jerusalem today - perhaps right on schedule, in  

fulfillment of Haggai’s prophecy. 

 

 After Haggai’s message, Zerubbabel, Governor of the people, obeyed the 

voice of the Lord and organized a building program (Haggai 1:14-15). 

 

3.  The Desire of All Nations 

 Haggai 2:7.  After the building had started, Haggai approached some of 

the old men who remembered the architectural excellence of Solomon’s Temple 

and promised them that one day the glory of the future Temple would exceed the 

glory of the first.  When would this occur?  In a special generation designated for 

the shaking of the nations and the arrival of the Messiah. 

 

 The desire of all nations is the coming of Christ to put down all sin and 

start the Millennium.  (Haggai 2:9).  From Ezekiel 40, we are given a glimpse of 

the new Temple in the Millennium. 
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 The Jews could not use the Temple if re-built, for they would be 

ceremonially unclean, since they have no ashes of the red heifer and no waters 

of purification.  Something must be done to reconcile the problem.  This is the 

subject of Haggai’s addresses (Haggai 2:12-14). 

 

 Once the Temple is completed and dedicated, God will re-new His bond 

with Israel (Haggai 2:18-19). 

 

 The cleansing of the Jews is irrevocably tied to the re-building of the 

Temple.  God will forgive their iniquities and prepare them for the coming of 

Christ.  This is where we are today. 

 

 As long as the Jews are at the Wailing Wall today, they will still have 

problems, but once they re-build the Temple, God will re-new His bond with 

them.  The ashes of the red heifer have not been found for over 2,000 years.  

 

  Perhaps they will be discovered soon. 

 

 Haggai had a message for Zerubbabel (Haggai 2:13). 

 

 It is not clear what sign God had in mind for Zerubbabel as an inspiration 

for the Jews to re-build the Temple in the last days (Haggai 2:23). 

 

 Zerubbabel was to represent some kind of inspiration for the Jewish 

Temple.   

 

 Zerubbabel’s name means “born in and descended from Babylon.” 

 

 Operation Desert Storm destroyed Iraq’s military adventure.  Should we 

dare consider the meaning of Zerubbabel’s name as a prophecy that the Jews 

will soon re-build the Temple? 
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 Haggai’s reference to Zerubbabel being a sign could be about to come to 

pass.  

 

 The Book of Haggai appears to be presently in the final stages of 

fulfillment. 
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ZECHARIAH 
  

 Zechariah is the longest Book of the Minor Prophets. 

 

 Zechariah means, he who the Lord remembers. 

 

 This Book is often quoted in the New Testament because so many of his            

prophecies point to Christ the Messiah. 

 

 His Book is called the Book of Revelation of the Old Testament Canon. 

 

 Around thirty (30) men were name Zechariah in the Old Testament, 

probably because parents remembered the Lord with gratitude for giving them a 

son. 

 

 Zechariah’s family were exiles, who returned from Babylon.  Zechariah 

was a young child at the time 536 B.C.  As a young man, he began to prophesy 

in 520 B.C.  The young man in Zechariah 2:4, was probably Zechariah, the 

prophet. 

 

 Haggai preached first and then two (2) months later, Zechariah began his 

ministry. 

 

 They both preached to complete the Temple that had been left off 

construction in 534 B.C.  For fourteen (14) years, the Temple lay dormant.  In 

520 B.C., his ministry started and helped the Temple get re-started.  It was 

finished in 516 B.C., four (4) years later.  

 

 It is possible that chapters 1-8 were written during the re-building of the 

Temple.  Chapters 9-14, after the Temple was completed in 516 B.C. 
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 The Book of Zechariah contains a fore-telling and forth-telling. 

 Forth-telling means, work with hands, so the Temple would prosper. 

 Fore-telling means, Israel’s future in years to come when they would yearn 

for the Messiah. 

 

 

FOUR MAIN PURPOSES OF THE BOOK 

(1)   Bring about a spiritual revival.     1:2-3. 

(2)   Inspire people to re-build the Temple.     1:16,  4:9. 

(3)   Comfort and console the people.     2:15. 

(4)   To register scriptures about prophecies concerning the Messiah. 

 

There are more prophecies of Christ in Zechariah than in any other prophetic 

Book except Isaiah. 

 

 Prophecy of Christ                       Fulfillment 

 

Servant  3: 8            Mark  10:45 

 

Branch  6:12            Luke 1:78 

 

King Priest  6:13           Hebrews  6:20 -7:1 

 

Lowly King  9: 9-10    Matthew 21:  4-5;  John 12:14-16 

 

Betrayed  11:12-13                     Matthew 27: 9 

Hands Pierced   12:10          John 19:37 

 

Cleansing Fountain   13:  1          Revelation  1: 5 

 

Humanity & Deity      13:7 -  16:12        John 8: 40  - 1:1 
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Smitten Shepherd          13: 7-9      Matthew 26:31;  Mark 14:27 

 

Second Coming          14:5  -  9 John 10:16; Revelation 11:15 - 21:27 

 

ZECHARIAH NOTES 
 

 In 536 B.C., two prophets encouraged the Jews to re-build the Temple in 

Jerusalem. 

 

 They were Haggai and Zechariah. 

 

 Zechariah was the son of Berechiah, the grandson of Iddo. 

 

 Zechariah was among the last of the great prophets of Israel along with 

Haggai and Malachi. 

 

 Zechariah was killed by his enraged people in the Temple courtyard 

between the Temple and the Altar (Matthew 23:35). Jesus scolded the 

Pharisees, who were like these people. 

 

 His message not only spoke of the events of his day, but looked forward 

into the far future to that day when God would make Jerusalem “a cup of 

trembling” and “a burdensome stone for all people” (Zechariah 12:2-3). 

 

Zechariah’s visions 
 

 1.  The rider on the red horse (Zech. 1:8). 

This represents a scouting out of the Gentile nations during the Babylonian 

captivity.  The Gentiles were found to be complacent-not caring that the Jewish 

people were suffering. 
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 2.  The four horns (Zech. 1:18). 

The four horns represent the four Great World Empires of History:  Babylon, 

Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome.  They scattered Judah. 

 

 3.  The four carpenters (Zech. 1:20) 

The four carpenters were shown at the same time of the four horns (Empires).  

The four carpenters are symbolic of God’s judgment to whittle away at these 

Gentile World Powers who scattered Judah. 

 

 4.  The man with the measuring line (Zech. 2:1). 

This vision takes us into the far future to the end of the fourth World Empire.  The 

man with the measuring line is symbolic of the Jews ready to re-build the Temple 

in the 20th Century. 

 

 Jerusalem today is a land without walls, as the inhabitants have filled the 

country sides. 

  

 Also at this time, God issues an invitation for the dispersed of Israel to 

return to their Promised Land (Zech. 2:6).   Many Jews today, have returned from 

Russia, land of the north. 

 

 5.  Joshua, the High Priest (Zech. 3:1). 

 In this vision, God shows that He will cause Israel’s iniquity to pass, and 

He will clothe her with grace, and crown her (Israel) as Head of the Nations in the 

Millennial.  God uses Joshua as a type of Israel’s change in the last days. 

 

 6.  Jehovah’s Servant, the Branch (Zech. 3:8). 

Joshua represents the conversion of Israel.  The Branch is Jesus Christ, who 

comes to establish His Kingdom in the Millennial. 

  



51 | P a g e  

 

51 

 

 7.  The Menorah and two olive trees (Zech. 4:1-3). 

The candlesticks represent the nation of Israel in the last days.  Israel will be 

restored, not by might, nor power of men, but by the Spirit of the Lord. 

 

The two olive branches represent the two witnesses, who will appear in the last 

days (Tribulation Period) to help the nation of Israel against the Anti-Christ and 

Satan.  These two witnesses are Elijah and Enoch. 

 

 8.  The flying roll (Zech. 5:1-2). 

The flying roll appears to be some type of a flying machine (perhaps aircraft) that 

destroys the wicked.  God uses it as a curse. 

 

   9.  The ephah (Zech. 5:6). 

This represents Babylon, the great.  The mention of women in this chapter 

represents the Babylonian Mystery Religion.  It seems likely that Babylon will be 

rebuilt in the last days as a great center for devil worship and a commercial 

center (Zech. 5:11;  Rev. 18:2). 

 

 10.  The four chariots (Zech. 6:1-3). 

Mountains of brass represents judgment.  The four chariots with horses is yet 

another picture of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse of Revelation.  These 

judgments are for  

the last days of our age. 

 

The Crowning of Joshua 
 

 Zech. 6:11 

The crowning of Joshua represents the coming of the Messiah, who will be 

proclaimed, King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Zech. 6:11-13). 

 

 Zech.  7. 
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This chapter opens with a delegation who inquire about a couple of special days 

observed by the Jewish people. 

 

 Throughout the Babylonian captivity, the Jews had instituted two 

observances: 

 

 They fasted on the 9th of Av to remind them of the destruction of 

Solomon’s Temple, and they fasted on the day following Rosh Hashanah, in 

observance of the murder of Gedaliah.  Though these two days of affliction had 

not been commanded by the Lord for observance; God, nevertheless, accepted 

the sincerity of the people. 

  

 Zech.  8. 

This chapter encourages the Jews to continue their building program for their 

Temple, and are promised that one day Israel will be established at the Head of 

the Nations and Jerusalem will be the capital of a World Empire. 

 

 Zech. 9. 

This chapter is a prophecy of God’s judgment upon the Palestinians, who dwell in 

Lebanon.  It may have been a prophecy long ago fulfilled, but it has definite 

prophetic overtones to the generation in which we now live. 

 

The last three chapters of Zechariah describe the years of Tribulation along with 

the last Great Battle of World History, Armageddon. 

 

Zech. 12: 1-3.  Jerusalem will be a cup of trembling for all nations.  This will be a 

time when all nations will gather against Jerusalem (Zech. 12:9). 

 

The second coming of Christ is pictured in Zechariah 12:10-14. Zech. 13:1-9. 

Chapter 14 describes the Battle of Armageddon and the Lord’s descent on the 

Mt. of Olives. 
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The nations that come against Jerusalem will have their armies smitten with a 

plague that melts their flesh from their bones (Zech. 14:12). 

 

The Feast of Tabernacles will be observed in the Millennial from year to year   

(Zech. 14:16). 
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MALACHI 
“Will a man rob God?” 

 

 This Book contains the last recorded words of the Old Testament.  It is a 

sad Book, because it records little or no progress over the 1,500 years since the 

nation was born. 

 

 Malachi  was a contemporary of Nehemiah.  Only Malachi was a prophet 

of God (Malachi  1:1). 

 

 Malachi’s name means “messenger of Jehovah.”  The word “messenger,“ 

amazingly enough, is mentioned three times in the Book:  Malachi  2:7  and 

Malachi  3:1. 

 

 Malachi - most likely, wrote this Book around 433 B.C.  This was the same 

time that Nehemiah visited Babylon (Nehemiah 13:6). 

 

 The Temple project had already been completed, and Mosaic sacrifices 

were being offered.  Malachi  1:7-10 and 3:1 - 8. 

 

 A Persian Governor, not Nehemiah, was ruling the Jews at the time.  The 

word “echah” is translated “Governor” in chapter 1:8. 

 

 The sins Malachi denounced are the same sins Nehemiah dealt with 

during his second term.  For example, corruption and laxity of the priests 

(Malachi 1:6 - Malachi 2:9 and Nehemiah 13:1-9); Mixed marriages (Malachi 

2:10-16 and Nehemiah 13:23-28); Neglect of the tithes (Malachi 3:7-12 and 

Nehemiah 13:10-13). 

 

 When Malachi wrote the Book, the Jews had been back as a nation in the 

land of Canaan about 100 years. 
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The main subjects of Malachi are: 

 

 1.   The love of God. 

 2.   The sins of the priest and people. 

 3.   Judgment for sin. 

 4.   Blessing for the righteous 

 

 The most notable feature in the Book, is, “You are robbing me (Malachi 

3:8), but you say; “How are we robbing you?”  The answer is “in tithes and 

offerings.” 

 

 The words “you say” appears eight times: 1:2, 6, 7;  2:14,  17;  3:7,  8,  13. 

  

 Forty-seven of the fifty-five verses are spoken by the Lord to Israel.  No 

other prophet surpasses this feat. 

 

 This Book connects the Old Testament with the New Testament by its 

prophecies of John the Baptist and Christ’s first advent. 

 

 The Book tells us in its last chapter that the two prophets who will return to 

earth to preach will be Enoch and Elijah.  They will come again during the Great 

Tribulation Period. 

 

MALACHI NOTES 
 

 Malachi began his prophecy in the days of a corrupt priesthood, which 

over the years, developed into the two major divisions of the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees along with a few other splinter groups. 

 

 After his message was completed, there were no more writings by the 
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prophets.  After Malachi there were 400 years of silence wherein the Jewish 

people had no word from God.  Such a spiritual drought was foreseen; however, 

in the message of Malachi… 

 

 One of the most important features of this Book is the controversy 

between God and His people.  Again, and again, the Lord charged them with 

spiritual apostasy, departing in their hearts from the One whom they outwardly 

professed to serve.  And each time, the priesthood dared to contradict God’s 

testimony of their calloused condition. 

 

 God reminded the priesthood that He loved them (Malachi 1:2). 

 The priesthood questioned God’s love (Malachi 1:2). 

 God told the priesthood they were despisers of His Name (Malachi  1:6). 

 The priesthood questioned God again (Malachi 1:6). 

 God told them they had offered polluted bread on His altar (Malachi 1:7). 

 Again the priesthood had another sarcastic question thrown at God 

(Malachi 1:7). 

 

 Though the priesthood served God in Nehemiah’s newly re-built Temple, 

their hearts were far from Him. 

 

 The corrupt priesthood considered the Table of God to be contemptible 

(Malachi 1:7). 

 

 Malachi pleaded for the priests to repent (Malachi 1:8-9). 

 

 Yet the priesthood refused to repent and accept the Grace of God, 

thinking they had done no wrong.  The priesthood demanded to be paid for every 

bit of religious service they performed.  They wouldn’t even shut the doors at 

night without being paid.  They would not kindle the fire upon the altar without 

demanding to be paid for it. 



57 | P a g e  

 

57 

 

 

 Concerning their service to the Lord, they said that it was a weariness  

(Malachi 1:13). 

 

 Malachi reminded them that they had departed from the covenant made 

with Levi (Malachi 2:8-9). 

 

 At this point, a spiritual indictment was made against those followers of the 

priesthood, the common people (Malachi 2:10). 

 

 As go the priests, so go the people.  God had no alternative, but to bring 

His indictment against them (Malachi 2:11). 

 

 They answered with a question, “Wherefore?”  (Malachi 2:14). God 

answered them (Malachi 2:14). 

 

 Jewish families had been breaking up.  Divorce was rampant.  Marriage 

covenants were not kept, and God was angry.  God was growing weary with 

them and their answers to Him. 

 

 Malachi told them they had wearied the Lord (Malachi 2:17).                                                                                                           

 Their answer was, “Wherein have we wearied Him?”  (Malachi 2:17). 

 Malachi replied to them (Malachi 2:17). 

 

 It was sad that the religious people in the days of Malachi who had 

returned from Babylonian captivity to re-build their Temple, still held on to the 

bitterness of their captivity.  It seems that they had reached a point where they 

did not care anymore.  They were not careful with their tongues.  Instead of 

praying for spiritual revival upon their return from Babylon, they displayed their 

bitterness. 
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 In Malachi chapter three, a prophecy was given concerning the coming of 

John the Baptist, who was to prepare his people for the appearance of their 

Messiah (Malachi 3:1). 

 

 Jesus fulfilled verse one when He came to be baptized of John the 

Baptist. 

 Verse two, describes His second advent at Armageddon (Malachi 3:2). 

 Verse four, shows that the Temple will be re-built in our generation on the 

Temple site and the sacrifice will be accepted  (Malachi 3:4). 

 

 Malachi again pleaded with the people to repent (Malachi 3:7). 

 They again refused to repent (Malachi 3:7). 

 With their reply, God brought up another indictment:  “Will a man rob 

God?” (Malachi 3:8). 

 

 Again, they questioned God; “Wherein have we robbed thee?” (Malachi 

3:8). 

 God said; “In tithes and offerings” (Malachi 3:8). 

 God said, “That they were cursed as a nation” (Malachi 3:8-9). 

 They were not interested in tithing in order to take care of the ministry of 

Temple worship.  Their hearts were not right with God anymore. 

 Malachi pleaded with the people to pay their tithes (Malachi 3:10-12). 

 Malachi shows them the promises of God in doing so (Malachi 3:11-12). 

  

 In verse 13, God returned with His indictments:  “Your words are stout 

against me” (Malachi 3:13). 

 

 The rabbi’s replied: “What have we spoken against thee?” (Malachi 3:13). 

 

 God explains in verse 14 and 15 (Malachi 3:14-15). 
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 It did not take long for the people to forget the chastisement of God in 

sending their forefathers to Babylon.  They thought the wicked were getting away 

with their wickedness, for God was not bringing judgment upon them speedily. 

 

 But I want you to know, said Malachi the Lord does not forget the 

wickedness of evil men and one day they will pay.  Furthermore; the Lord will 

remember those who serve Him, and one day, they will be blessed (Malachi 

3:16-18). 

 

 At this point, Malachi looks far into the future to Armageddon and 

described, in detail, the final fury of the Lord upon the wicked (Malachi 4:1-2). 

 

 Verse three, is also at Armageddon, and not the final judgment at the 

Great White Throne Judgment (Malachi 4:3).  The wicked, mentioned here, shall 

be slain upon the battlefield.  It is a day that shall burn like an oven. 

 

 In the concluding verses, Malachi referred to both Enoch and Elijah, who 

will prepare the remnant of His people for the Day of the Lord (Malachi 4:4-5). 

 

 Malachi  said of Elijah:  “He shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 

children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the 

earth with a curse”                                                                                                                               

(Malachi 4:6). 

 

 When John the Baptist came in the spirit and power of Elijah, his ministry 

was cut short.  He was not allowed to turn the heart of the children to their 

fathers.  Therefore, the Lord God followed through with His threat and smote the 

earth with a curse.  He drove the Jewish people from their land to the slave 

markets of the world, where they have suffered over these past 2,000 years.  But 

when Elijah appears the next time, he will succeed in bringing revival to the 

nation of Israel.  And Jesus, will not curse the earth, He will establish a Glorious 
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Kingdom and rule for a thousand years. 
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